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T I S E M E N T, 



1 have fir federal years paft- had it in contemplation to 
write mid pitblifh fome remarks on the pernicious confe- 
guence? ofjlavery. . Being appointed^ by ihefocietyfor the 
promotion of freedom, ta., 'deliver the annual Oration at 
Hartford) in May i 793* .?* took this .opportiptityof throw-. 

itnd : finding that "the cohpajs of an Oration would not k 
fuffieient to -.admit even J he general ideas and f aits which, 
it was apprebmdeds might he neccjfary ■ to illufitaU the 
fuije&i I have chofen to puMifb the following remarks in 
ike form of an eflay or final i treatjfe. and addrefs it to 
tkefociety, as- a tribute of gratitude for the rejpeB paid 
me, and as the bejlfervice I could render to the injliii.it ion* 
■ ST/tf views ofjlavery here exhibited, if not novel, are 
certainly important $ and more time and materials than I 
tan now command, are neceffary to give them then 
tonfidetaiion. 

Hartford, • May 9. 1793, 
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EFFECTS of SLAVERY,. &c. 



THE injutKce of eaflaving any part of the human ,ra:e has-beea 
the fbbje& of fo much public difcEifian, and is fo generally- ad- 
mitted by the inhabitants of Comie&icut,. tjiat ; any attempt to prove' 
k, would be a very iU. compliment to. the undetftandings of my en-' 
lightened fellow citizens. Nor could any efforts of mine add nov- 
elty to the fubjecV;. fo nuinerous, elaborate ar»d'-:diffufe have been 
the effays, and fo powerful the eloquence employed in vindicating 
the violated rights of humanity, that language and' rhetoric are 
cxhauftcd. "' t " 
But men, Inltroftcd'bv tlicir avarice hi a fpecisn-of "Subtle cafuil- 
try, have learnt to make a material' --ndiMhclion between -ahfiraB 
mhis and f>?h>aie mtercltor policy • -'In defending the African SlaTe 
trade, its advocates, compelled' by the powers ' of reafon to abandon . 
the right, have taken refuge binder the policy and meceffity of the traf- 
fic. ■ Here entrenched, as in a ftfpng hold, they maintain their Ha- 
tion, and bid defiance to the attacks of reafon and religion, ' To 
drive them from this citadel of defence, it becomes -riecefiary to en- 
counter them with their own weapons, and upon their own ground*. . 

As the only Heady, permanent and uniform J^ilng^of Alien's ac- 
tions^ is a regard to their fuppo&d'- iixtereft s if we would effectually 
retrain thcrn from' the purfuit of any object, we miift firft convince 
them that the object, If obtained, will nor produce them the real 
benefit and happinefs which they expc& It is not fufficient to per- 
vade nations concerned in the ilave trade-, that the .prr:-." ;s :ice of en- 
ikving their brethren of the human race, is barbarous and wicked, 
and that it is a violation, of the laws of nature and fociety. Previ- 
ous to their relmquifhing the practice, they mule be convinced that 
fuch rdinquifhment will not be materially prejudicial to their in tereft. 

To endeavor to prove this important truth, thrAiJiavv-rj, in all 
ks forms and varieties, is repugnant to the private mtere& and pub - • 
lie happiucfc of man, is the talk 1 have afligned myfelfin this eilay 
though neither my talents nor my opportunities of acquiring the; 
acccfiary information/ will enable me to do juilice to the fubjedt„ 



rami !:nm--VkGmiu is ;auu*«uvu» >v xu ^« , -;. 
: Sl^iH d6®t iefcft$- myfetfto-t& c&^tio^.<>£ &« 4&,, ' • 

: -foMe e^a^C deifebiifm andva Violent t eilr^oiith^natmllib. •. •. 

* i-SiIiv^' may ^e^ai^ai«o,^M#an4:^^ Pdit^mve* 
- h " *.ir a ' fpfnefitofr -to ttbe'- jincbstrplkd. : exereife. .oi pablic • au> , 
f :&Ity that;:autbbriiy^ is Mt%:taids c|a king, ^ cgmsil, ■ , 
^Sopiilat^ t^theabiota ; * 



' the^rid^Ivi4oftto tp,8<fe ana . 

.■ |£l&wi£a"the. 3azine&«f flaves» secpaae. wwrapsr: . 

J :^4lat«t« in thiMnai«f toe men: of a phiiofephrf^ .A 

:: the ifliws^ otjierconiitries* *ho:aie^®^ 

: ; t! at, VmaBngi til .u^alallowtoces for: tte effefts -of f^W, 



'P. 



$>praach : ^ .-./if Is $M.,i^§^deM&i ? well.inf6ii«% : ;. - 

; oait&'fnbjc^i' that f tei- backs' wil|Rc€.jMofm mot&lab'ar/tta ' 
"one. fe' wMfcia'ffie^ ; : '^JcHt^^ ' 



: h(thzi Molen^e and. mztiimvi'M hhmi mhicl^g^m^^^^^^ " 
■ fcae'tHe,, negroes; ijivAjbm^^ 

iBavcd' Ha?i\ r €S ; of hrrm.^^Mm their degenerate defendants'. ••• 




&e Wit!^^'-T&2' proprietor.^ iM}m&M' : yM^& 'pealsrits : afc 



iai$&£L '' life' fee tek :o£a fe©, is.^BHged-t©- oiy&ii cottages:; aaif 




/ t&f i£ fff&w^ feop!e^%: tnttei 'in- that- defolftee^iitti^y . a£#;;e©» 

; ^¥BMi'i'fitie''fe£tt^iIs .. tile .eoidiito' ofrtkeifba%tij tltrmigfei- 
'Smm<^fe'.'Rufiiaia emplr@;|; >■ So£abj^'is^diMt?kdon' a^d-.fo 

■• x r*JiieiB[^bi infeabita'at^of Gfeee,^ av.c^ 



s : root toe 'i|b:ting ^ ..ij^' 
«„ M& «aige t " ! 'theiattcrof wfeichisihe' general j3aBie;give'B ; . to. the i'dlew 
'ggaFdtfcat. fwarm'iifj "Italy 5 • : ^drdieiorm4r»Vj.«-'l!ie;m of', tltc'lick 






> tlieir pipes in 4iQiHtmtln^^id ■ alnta& without chaiiguig'tH'^ir atti^ 
; ttui^t-^^tiisiis !/ . mi&'Spfe^ : tiiq.f*eids'" 6t } , Maya^b»V^la^a ? . M'd 
■ -Therkopyl^^ thbfe : %tfe^of ^r0es 3 -lawgivers' aiiid ''pl^Ioibphe-rt, 
•pr..^etheatera;piii. whicli tlisy •exerted tlid^tafe&tjs*' aml=diig!a}r^ 
\kt^vkSiiits; that AjU : '6igfai\ 'a^dni0iim)eht > \V'are how !uhabxted,.h^^ 
' |ai¥ : tf ttrfe-arf ^S¥-Oirceks'» ; 'd*fti$tie&. an I. dfet&fed, wH'bl^bbit 



'lAti^:;iJ#^ decays :^ut ^we;alcyib$. 

this , : wofel.debafemeiit-#the : i mc^ehii'Greeks^-" - ; ; g- - r ' 5 -r.^j 




pMlofophferf ;^nbted^¥li^t|ie^li€re ,^as y :^(if ; pse wtite "belonging 



'fh^uld'^^ which? it^klliiugs low' i "la":- i|;r*pt. 

-maia .natural tliat t!i^i#j'e^ :• of^ppbiioft,' fenftble'^hey &r#MK 



• fcpwte/tfcia^ jbrthelofty 'and ^fen ; ;.#^pftE; 

arti-pf treacheij ?.mMm#^ke prbcijples. Df 'haiiian:|arare^war- 
' gimtfihis-^ for ;tne/d^tetabk.:_£Sara6;tr o£ 

;'kr^:'aud piracy: 5., : aid-;pC!0ple^^^ at;' g-di^te 

frpmVthe ' tov^is ■m : ,-thtiw £6u&txtf%; wfaput'p) marata** of-repmcd- 
f . 4aint/ib^ .gnardr r' •' lihi lirks in 'the '■fame ^cpuiitries- • have not the 
fame;.|hairato* ;: ■j$hy thlsrdifeehfce f Has nattire imjpreiTcdthek 



original proprietors m -ify® country $ 
" ' by- ; tfee- - -con<j^ ' reduced . ta a ' Sate.. :of ; ' : poverty. isM 



• ^/Volneys travel?, \voU^-^6i.-- : :-ii mtijft : b.fe iremkrkcd ■■■ihii ■■ ih&bfaj&H 
^bo, in.'Amenci, w$U' f^rccly .move 'Witihpm a mpo [ ^t'iitt : ,at -tKcir' '^cw* 
• are, ;; IrrehaY wn'; co'nmry, it very -,|ay lively.- .-^eo^ie« Mfot*- pf ? B«h©^ 

i/o*;k%'p, 64./ - _. !:: ■■. _ ; z^: 'v : , JU ' ' •'' "S'.i 



4tfg&c&» jfo?$>W> . at the" 'f&me time* . ,■. to "throw' bfF the .yoke. of bo*y 
dage,'. •betatS|^)iemfcive$ to '"theft aiidjiobfey,. and.plu$der dlf&e^ 

""The 'M^l^l||||lav:cs in tpfe' Duceh /'plantatiohs £t " the.; -.Cape 
Goo^.Hop^are^ 

'Ta^'ft'ate"fiii|n'"ma(i:^% a&jM^ftQ^ whs h$s 

"commit^ vfeh an.,alf of, ••uiicpgcera ;-or* 

iiJ6lc|i that he ^as^tafcip vsri^l ppfc an cmtto & life, and 

••% t ferifitMe^''j|'; -;" : v"'^\ " :■/ ^C'' V' / ^;. '■ . ./',;.'•.. vn : - Z v 
"t'tu: Bi'Maml^iiks of Ej?ypir& baikl 'of : military sl'av^s/'fitft' for- 




th^t^^^ : the ; ;fex^r>b^^0i^'i ;^ ; 'g^fjlio3ii 



^■'and;itt ; the- 2 W' yeggs* 



; p4Vat^i|a^i«at i 

• ^';i?H : ^ goyetinmni afe. thei^iffi^ deceit* 

't^.pi^ttM^^^ : w&i pyiifxp-. £ pro vejrb ■ object m ' adYerfit^; 




$£ or wkhk thg '-hiring- of*'' vpice^ere 



.ded*M.fe .that' fiay&s were;|orotie to ddj^itc%*&& 

of thM altrocicils" '^haf they . ; .plii- '' pd&cipajsi; ;&e~"; 

teefaks;?/ f^t/'i^k, ', %^re^ abandoned ^■^yfl^tiiprlticipl^I ' the-)' 




.>vft may; ,: afccrtam 



re^ifk,fether that Iv-^h^ogt^^^ 
""$>; ' w;|s/ confidered -toJIt^c^ 



tefiQehc^-.§f ;.;u.^fy ; s to. 'd^prayis .. ' and 'Vitiate' the • < 'hwt.> : f.kii\,;tlie 
ch^nge'in -the'Tignilleatib^ 7 of tKe. worda '^///^w : aftcW.|^^?'- 
i^aocicnl. tbicrsa^fiffrtified'-a 1 , ."^qndman .prtoi&t ;. -who was :mwy$$ 




syciope-ttia; .vol. i/p, - ' ,; -' • 

I^Vsilani'a^Tjcavisiis' Vou'i^-p^ 56.;'" ;•:/■■;'■■'■. "■-'"/y' '^^ 
•; ^0l.ncyr ■.Travels. : V(A r 't,/p,}io^ r [ j04. : y \ 

l% : Volaey*s\TriveW. ^•yoi*.^'^ '-on ;Sjra£G ( e a^u; ■ 

• Ibm„"p, go r 8. 369. '• ' §''MQ.nuq.'B.'* r ,5.T.h^ j^.jr'ac^ 'Ar^'IU?.'' 14/0/4%;./'' 
■ ! * 9 '.'pe"Lolme ; dn t^.dbn«it.r«i? Eii'gP:.p». ,03 y N' Y Edit. \ Tscit^An/li^ 
s ,43 fays' ck^r6fsi.y, 4*= -fafpectC roaforibufc «ofiif i^- fticire ihgeinia feH^'wij 
euam curn^m agris. a«t' domibua. iifdefft'*' mfecrfenter' cantKtem?picy 



to the foil as a ^uldvatpr of the earth and bound to "perform fervile 
offices,* Knave :t in the primitive Saxon, fignified 'a swar/<? child m. 
%» and as boys were much ufed for' dameflic" Servants, it came af- 
terward t'o denote any manjerwant.% From this ' -ctrcuraitancc 
alone, pmtenefs- of -mm in a degraded -Sphere of life is. contrail 
widow habits fit has happeited that thefe words, villain and %w<-, 
haye-JoS their, ancient . ftgn&catidn, and become alaro'ft the appro- 
priate names of persons., addided to fraud and deceit ©frailty of 
enormous crimes, The words (anciently conveyed no idea of dif- 
honefty* more than bsndmim and fefyant do now, and the com. 
plete transfer 'of their fighifieadoa from the .ddUrt^iOn. of the per- 
fins, to their properties* is a 'decilive proof thattjie qualities, which 
_ take the names, are .predominant chara&erifhc qualities of tho& 
" denominations- of men. In jlhosit, it is a fingukrand- teking evi- 
dence that' flakes, have, always jieeiyas we.npw fee them to foe;' prone 
to'&orr^t'^ '.'' 
• w .Wh^dli^Irelatxd ataad r ' witji thieves and "robbers $ are its na- 
tives - inore.idepniyed .by .nature 'than the natives' of biber countries? 
This will not jbe afeted' ; fox* the honour* integrity and' liberality 
w!%h 4a$tngaifh Hibernians of property and education* over- 
throw ail ' jfeich theories. But. 1 oppreffion,. with, /her iron .Icepter, 
rules that devoted country^. ;Tfie pea&nts* fubjed-, to tfee combined 
operation 'of cii&atod political; •Sav.ery,: as© fenfire, "thej, jafe-ftrip* 
petio'f t&e& natura} and iocial rights 5 without ' property , or repu- 
tation jo hkj • without the hope ot making-. their condition better 
or the v £ear of ' making i$. worfe, the ^agged vl&lms of avarice and 
oppr^Mon lurk. aboiitt. the jarjge towns* prepared for clandestine plun- 
der* or., with, the ferocious. Tpirit of delperadoes* Clalk along 'the 
highways ' and boldly rob' the defenceless pa'feger* 'But. Jet the 
poor of Ireland be .ralfed; to- the condition of freeholders* let; them 
We. propetty; and' enjoy the/fruits of their induf ry ? let- their chil- 
dren b,e educated', to hone-It' employ rnenj^ and' Tyburn would no 
longer be thronged with, the.o wretched -natives, of that infulted 
country nor 'would the IHaniis of the Pacific Ocean be annually 
peopled with frcfti fupplies 1 of Idlh Conv«%"J . " 

The character of the Jews is. another proof of the doctrine here 
.advanced.-. THo never fubjed to ,'domeftic and .civ j l ila very,, .like 
the Africans in America, yet 'from the time of their dift>erfion r ,they 
have fufered innumerable hardships and injuries from the prejudi- 
/ees'of.chfiftian princes- and a , -biggoted clergy. '1- Considered as 
infidels and' outcaih on earthy they have been' deprived of the privi- 

"* .Ficia. lib. 4. chap. a. C'faimll. lib. 5. cap. x* Coke upos Lit. 117. 
4" Cowel. in verfeiutEU' 
e jews 1 
' Edward 

4 _ -lipping .. , _ ....-,.„.. 

their religion m 1290. Smollet, Hift. Eng. vol 15, 254-. 2,58. 1173. 

Irs Fraacct they were abandoned, on fufpicion or frivolous pretences, to 
the plunder of the populace, about' the year i'321. Hilt, of .Francs vol. * 
340, At this clay Jews are set permitted-to sjefkk in Ruuia. €-?m%. 



n 

lege of 'holding' lands in feme countries, * in- others Subjected to 
unrcafonablc taxes and rigorous reft raints and not unfreo v iienuy ex- 
pokd to peffecution.. Thus Heated wherever they were difpexwd, 
and beim| never fecure of a peaceable refidence of any cenfidcra-.. 
ble duration,' they •rarely or never betook 'themfelves to agriculture 
or mechanka! employments ; but'" veiled their property in 'movea- 
bles, which could be eaiily conceded or conveyed from place to 
place, and more efpedally in money. From this cjircwtiftance, ifc 
happened that 'jews in the infancy' of commerce became the bro- 
kers of all Europe, and compelled by neceffity to tutti their whole ' 
attention to money- tranfactions, they very early reduced them to 
a fcierice. -" : By this means they commanded almoit all the money of 
the countries where they were fettled in numbers, and partly thro 
their precarious fituation, and partly thro the necef&ties of other 
people, they every where had . recourfe tp the practice of lending" 
money at an exorbitant intereft. ThisincreafeS the popular odium 
which was "before entertained' againft this race of 'unbelievers* and 
in fome 'countries;; it rofefo high as to occafipn'- their bani&memv 
But their occupations and the modes 'of bu&nefs which they hate 
been compelled to purfue by the jealoufy which has hunted' them 
in aimoft every' part of Chriftendorn, have given them the reputa- 
tion of Sharpers ; and it k r»o& fuppofeabie . that the general op- 
probrium they fairer is totally without foundation. If in modem" 
dmeso the lews hate ceafed to ckibrve this odious -'eoithet« as I pt&* 
fame, in :»naoy countries,, they Lave,' the changers to be attributed 
to- a more libera! policy iiirwovemment ; and If the time lias, not yer, 
arrived," it will foon arrive atleaft m America" and France, when 
Jews, admitted to the equal rights of other "citizens* will' wipe 
away the reproach from their national character* 

AssTiiER fad to prove how generally mankind admit the ten- 
dency of 'Slavery to corrupt the human heart, and -how little they 
have been hitherto influenced by the important, truth., is the ex- 
dufion of a (lave's teftimony from,. trials at 'Law* 

By the laws of ancient Rome, flaves could not be admitted as 
witnei&s, and Montefquieu- approves of the excluiion.|j 1 Under 
the Emperor Augnftns a law was made- to enf ranch ife ilaves for- trve 
purpofe of rendering them admiffible witneffes in cafes of high 
Treafon j but by an- edict of the Emperor Tacitus, this law was 
abrogated* 

By, the laws of Poland, the tdliniony of the peafants, tho 1 not 
excluded from courts 3 is conftdered as of lefs weight than that of 
freemen. If a -lord kills his Have, the murder mull be proved by 
/wo Gentlemen • or four peafants ; the teftimony of two freemen 
being deemed equivalent to that, of four flaves.J 

In this fkte, Haves are admitted as witnefe n die difcretlori 

* Poland isalmoft the only country in Europe- where the Jews cultiyat-.r. 
the earth. Here they enjoy extenftve privileges and are , very mduiforknr; 
ufeful citizens. Coxe vol. i» s?o. 163. .'■ ' 

H Book is. Ch, 1,5. t Coxe** travels into Poland, &c» vol. 3, p. 1,58* 



of the Couxt. i-ihut i h- foxm oi the fomhem States it lp .;ncV.cr,tliot .; ' 
proper tavrefori.to, the^ : teftimo^t; ' ::r > , . -v. ;;,;, . <..."5* \\'--r\ 

,: whft£$r ; t^ '--rjfc .^fw$v^ the 

: 'heati^ r i&%$^ -;fou'$d$ but the laws m . 

' " thfep^$fee )?jfenft©fc ^SSons ; ; w&rran% th^alferlion^ that; 6iyp? •••haye-.- 
^^^rSi^/,t)^!' co^iideredias^ ..left &$fj$ig^ ' by* ; avfehfe.of ^hqgipr- 

than feerr^p,* • : ; ,t)f ; thi^ fa^\there ; ta^'bfi;' ■' 
=.- <n6>&oj^ eurjtoi*s>&^ tharlawa 

- ihould , : 'Pf ^ g; ^ ^ ' :: 3r #* g^9M^ busies, and; prohibk- . ; 
-;ing . al^ofc . eveEj? -;:lpecie4: of ; yi^',;:;^ ■. 
" tmm^ng:^M ft^Bit^ of r aiilaviii^meK»' which^irishe iirft in(laiice ? ,■ 
"•" is ifie^ cpnfeqipiees, dc~ 

- 'ftr^ive^ b£:all|e4fe -pf! mprai : olflsgatl©n ; ; .arid iritrodu&iye of ■.■ ■ 

' -^uefci^^ pilferers.- aad.rpbbei^ ? ,ito^ 

tor^pfifiay^s^ 

* -patjts ofi;^er^#^^- and' ^thteu^Qiit ./i thp; (liip*eri|e • ^^fiifc^arid; : 

v caiti0ns ! )^i^.:n&c^^^i - and' : jn ..the--, /northern; States^pf • 
v ^^^rica^Bdierd;$e^^r| few. %ye5 ?f :ancL tho% ' 
^ ^-la%^^^wBsi^^foan Toaay. ;.tra\^> : ;mc>nih' after jmprifh^alo^ 

.'arme^^d^ 

i jftio^&ufc tpwr^' , 0'niayv' iesiye • fii^- -fcaggage - on'rte ■ ; hot fe T : pr^hji^ 
[ : ^c2itm^'^0^';p^k, Aig]^ :V eyen;4n ; the 

';bar~rob^^o§-a pwM^ : in^i^!!|)^cj%)t :i ;ia:<or,. near .-'■the.,great;towh^ : ^ 

■■ -d^;ln : diis ; : : way" 9 : ; ; ljaye-;^£rr jfofeigr^rs," 'whohsd bc^i»%^la^':ai ' 
/homeland ;had;; Bed pr /.Jteeb: : trapfppxt^ci for theirc^ 

■■■V ;fFB28' : dp&^ 
/;tb& l^erafcha^ 

■. ;dTh$ ;natlye^ i^to the-W^ft Iftdiei:amt' 

*heie States| are of different '•. tribes, ■ asidxpniiderably: "drSerent in 
xefpeft to particular trails of" chara£ler* • "ButJB^ ; genei'a|v^e;.&^ ! . 

; . ; • ©bferve'.With; ,jMb» s v- BufFon > j|;; ; tsiat the;:." Negroes < bfvAtric;a^^aA. 
a rernarkabfy ;In«o^ent -.and /ihpfeniive. people* r If properly: fed and 
We)itreatedj thenars .G0i2tente^joy.pusa^d obUging s ;l^eipo|ed-; to' 

- luirfb'ibru^ and^hey;- droo£> 
;V' #itE :: ;lprrowi. ; i - - Alike imprei!e4:wl^/a;ienfe of theinjunes-the^'ft^; 

"ferj and the favours : they: ; receivji^- t^:,a;crue^viila%r > , ; thej^ a^eini^la- 

-fV JefFeifon Notes, p. 237. * See the note iapage o fyora Tacitus. , 

.; Co'xe*s'S^zi ; vol,v=i^'U23; and! both '^lUt»es> r pa^Hi'. Cox«f«"'R?jiSa .-awf 

'.;'''.:.. ; SWfideb,voi.;3;-305.' Hi- 65; ^'Slee j'£ay?Is'.;iO.V4«j^ ' s • . 
I AbridgcnaeiJt of his woiks f ^iv'r"* : p"'' : ; ' ■" '">.■■ 



lam 'not.:p€rlm^U)r: ac^amtfcd: wi*$Uiny \fl,ay^' iij Cpa^ecliqut^ who . ■ 
■were -,h>m ' JuTAfH^ 

€puntry,<i^ therefeehad; ; 
no^pp^it&ity^;' "t^obferve' ^hat general _ iftl&mge:/. e^ife between, ^. 
the/hior&ch^ enllayedffter*.^ , 

years^pfe^ Wacfc.who.; was'ifeaiaiiAbgd; ixv ' 

$avejr;jk^ prefomed^tiiat Afjica^:; .■/ 

w^o. arels^in ; &£j|pi^ /have .atquke<|;;;%r; •• "\ 

bits of fr^fc^^ 

tain' . through'^ early;^Fi^e$ : | :;.&a<p£ t.he^ 

be,deftitute/pjt^^ 

<ioni p^feyag&i$hU^ ,^-&^^{j^^^^§^ / 

tby^/pr^rp]^ 

■ raaybey '"& ; 
' few ;^c^tii3^ 7 ^Sii^d- tp0te;33>Ea&£c& ii£,c^ip5|£liag; :little ; ^ia^», ; 

de#ine;fra^ ^ili^e^ 
ami^atf piS^^ by ; the! !arfe--ra^ : '^f M^';' 

'.iimji^ ^e^laeks in the ^Sited.gtat^t-^ <db<# ; 

: ifceflpraiioa^^ :deprayity:'p£ tkeil* 

hearts.; J:Bp |lie;froOT$;, : o£|jpweri' n : egte&e<L and ; 

' d^ifeiiB^ott^they- abandon tliejpfelyes ; to ; jtftctfm pany aad;, low ■ 

i 4ulgm^iboth.'' v 'pbus'^^a^C of j^^,ijo4i^to : -tHe '■■ flaVje- yery ,pfte-h - 
tende^M^^^ ■Tliis'.idea i& ; Rpriugge(lecl, . 

. mjft 5 ^gi^ of ; fiaye3v^Qm ii; tfc^kepf 

- bondage ^ : |^ut!it|>roves, v Y€ry^Uy ^ that a bate emancipation oktb^si 
' knotaivicVpf ^eqiJat^julU^^ 'tamfe Ufm&ipiall .tftat gop& citi- 
.- zvn$'majr:$fa ■ their.jtli-- habit$ v anA rendering theuv 

; : v$ual%'ii^ ■ ■ , .- ■.>.■' "' ' ■; ■ ' : . 

- : : Tiii^nera^c^ la /thes;^Whdies'- : G<>rre^, 

poiids w|«K the defcription here given of th^blaqksf/in;.; t\&- /Tjnitef 
Staies*C> : !I^ thepetveifenefs;of 
thelr34ilpoM 0 « s is'-alie^d'. by tha planters , as an cxcufe.fpr ihe 
fevere 'and harlh ••;Sifcipliue exercifed oyer thcfe unhappy "people, 
But when the 'negfoest firft v arrIyp?firoiri; thereat jq£ 'Africa/*, jthey "are 

'= iimple ; and laoffeiiriye men ; and when, aftar being 'fqme' tinfe drii- 

+ Two or three infta@ce»<-of murder committed by llaves on their mailers, 
happened in Virginia the laft year,. The fame crime m iic^mlm tb^ 
Weft-Indies. Ift the northern states where {htr^ajfe few ' .jflavei ';a«d; iho'fe 
treated with more lenity, they feldom oiujder thc ! wh'iteij tat they are i 
. «tdi^o4.b %iid gto!W^4&&i^^ ' "V"'"-. ,; 
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Ied:-'t6'fervfce hf ihettV 4H#?e, • they iiemrfifc-diili or . Wm;Varrant. 
fenavesji aoi'/'afe^^m'&cd'^dx;. -their cpm£s^ndlazinefe-:they;jiiftify' 
gliesBleiycs : % tbe example of. ^e,v/hites..* : v ' % ?:rV-'" :'V''.. \-.' h ; 

' Fto&f ths univerfaf clepya.vi'ty:of ''ilav«;»,' y frDm' alteeaferife .of' the 
•in|dries : '.'thef fuffefcalui -a; fti&%4e ; fire^ 
inlrp&^ii^ deluged; 'Whole' coun~ 

^ricS-M'blooii..' / > Hardened'% •' feVer^- labor* ;; eilHpcfatbd y 'a£ kifuhi , 
difeaplin^^ • 
iy^feraaous ; and their. infurx.edions- are -niarked-#kli r ' J ^ore 't!iai;i fay-.'. 
^ge^&kkit}To ' The" 'palHon^of ' menv refbntHe the '^ufrent^f^snaw 

.t^&^ilcnt : .aB(i'' harmiefs : ■.. attacked witkboifterous wtnds*it mtiit* 
witti-ifuifen.i. 'Mg&ifft&zhh^ m^matfmtm^ ^aves,ag4ibft;tk; : ' re' 
iltig ■.• fe©fi&';;' : ^ iaoands^sipede ' ifs r ; pro£f ep^ : it 



'§ jacfr 'ba ve^feft : the -'jay ages c^^utted- jSyttovesY: wh&fti ■ una1?k< a»f 
' longer-. to- beax.:.:,thq.^feib ; re; : ; o£nt!ieIr 'b^ndi^g^l' ;has : ' i^uled^ 
; ^ei^yipirit ■ # bu#£ :;their '■}_ & $$0xxn&<et. y ai*d thej. : .litaye in 
.ii&yd^^ ';:;v>' ' :: ' * j^V^'lv 

•'••%A%^pry/o£ cafiimti^aijd daggers' 'ly3i^bH; : '^tiOTi^l'fi^e fuf* 
<■iiered^ : by■ " tfee /twpltirpil tli®!* •®a ,i ^s^ 'fem!d\:teacK -t^r •$'• n$of£. nfefol 
''^ifoft •$ ^ but ' the - ^ckifcfet' :.;d^E|^ikjia|d; -it!!! 1 the; ^md;%itk*:h'of rar,. • 
'•••-A- few iiitf aiceb;J .only ^wMm^fMs^iMMdM the' -bla^catatogue of 
■ ;|mblic-aBd;,pr^ $©%i&^^^^ 

, 'wliicjli;; thfi&cfl&y. : feliiteiided;#0 M <^iil^ii>: : f^'^"- ;V '^*'-£;:..'.y ■ ■ ■ • 
, , ; Ik "the yeia'rpfto 

^tle^'citf^^ the terapl^fef J«p;^ 

'1fe, : '- 

' |»fi?§^ ieluled.to.join 
the^nfpitacy? f. Ae'dan ' 




_^_$'j^cp^ ? atte^th^ 
■^Rd^Batiif 6: oT'tie; ; cqmtiiotion' : and. Rome, diftra&ed" .witlv the vio- 
! 'leat'.cont!efts bet#.eeri T the Patricians an^'W 
• ,tal liiifur^ipn offtakes and ' defperadoes-- 'whim' its7owii. ^alls.f 
' ifce'coniuW-by a vigorous' exertion of ''their power; arid by libera! 
promifes to the plebeians, perluaded the people to take arms and 
e lefcue-tlie eapitol from their foes t, But one of the confuls and a 

' Guth* Geog. $...832; v" v ; C!arkf<Mi*a Eflay da % 'fiavety -.a$i&- commerce of 
.■•Ihe human fpcciea;. page tO^V ■ '"'""j. = ,./ ,\ 'v. .■■■'.- .'.•'" ; 

Y-f Hookc's Hoth Hill, vol *. 286. Liv, lib 3. ...c; ,15. i6, thy .gives a 
cpncifc,>but lively 4efcriptloa of the fufpicioa and terror excited by this in- 
j[am6bte of flaves ; $ d§fcriptfon often applicable to"- t\p fituation^- of the 
planters in, the; Weft Indies, <», Multi ct vani tiworeg ; ■ i»ter cetcros 
itebat terror; fervilis, ne'fnu« caique. bpyaiMM* ■ effe'tv .' Cut nee acderc, o«c| 
Boa'-crediendoi-nc inleftior fier«t ? fidera ab^aicj fafcii-e^ttattimJf 



'\7;>. 



multitude of .citkeasi' pe^ifhed '-in., the^afihult,; 'and'^B.ome,'\vii8; .not* 

Without difficulty, iaVi/d-'f ? GfiX. & gCnCfsi; I?$ai?aC 1* C»_ . . ." ' . ; v ;' .j ■ ■ v"' : ; 

jfet, UreTto: ;the . €lt)Mi^¥an^^ •'• 
ffiould;" - be, «w^^c4)ii>-,extiii :&ey-.fntend^,iQ. « 

take poifefiion^^^ cxm^t^tbte . . 

icviealed the. pipt:,apd^ -anclthp: tiptrpp*, 7 

pfaeonB^httio^ . ^< 

'' -In ijie- .year of v^qimq,^^: iii $|ie-^oiii«l(hip.;;of I** ;€or^dius. : .' 
pi^aiid.G»; ; AgTOUS floras* ahoi&y of^oop^i&onteiaxe^ llay^i%p^; : 
..^tX •w^i^i. ;p£. Sammte^ ..; 



tte.cj^/; fta^pne of; 1 : their le^clefrs- bet&Yedi' fchCpw ; a;id ilia 
coiilplracy ^as;lbp^refed»| l ; ; ' ': ■; U-^''- . .. .. ^ r . v ....„ 



to t$ize the _3tbw*h ; :'^ tie; ^]feb'ratiCfk;;of4the ; gai|e$ ^ 

; jSa&$% ,-atp^pt . feii#[,0$&\i$kp. | ! 

Saves* wMolia^ withitheir robbgtiesi' \Up0n>ak 




JBut -^le^In|upe6,IpE8. • werf £ petty, ' |^s^H€pmpax£d 
.^rvile war, iu,:Siciiy'' arid •Gapiiai; , .which>,' > ' ptt;%&p*mt^ 



moire 



'. Sic i ly' '-was . .the Jb^jfr .wtot^ou^try'.itt^ tli^. I^m^ : 'do'minionsi : 
Rome ,• waa^-jfuppifed':'- ; ^m.;ita;' v ;granar|^s 5 ;ahd mmy ; : pf>its : ^ttiva^ 
■ tots'' becmBe immeiitely rlcfc',' ; ::'¥heii'^ 

thepradkc ofe^plbyingvlia^ea its- the . .cpitiYa^lpn- . of ;; thek : fefniSs : . 
. and, towards'lhc , - -clbfe'^f ; the.'\R<5«ian : - • Reppblic^ . tfe ;--HaVes wer« " 



$ Hookc, vol. 2'/p."^-!,i!.L^ft.ihe |>ra^ice i« Rome to reward thfi-flavw, 
-wh<j iafq'rajed'tHe 'ma^iftrates of plot's," wit!t';tlieit frc.ddom" and; large- fu~m? 
of moacy. See Livy irt the paffag*s quoted* ,/ "'' 
■ ■ § .Xiy; Hb:''3&. ca;" 5 ^,' ' ' jUvj'iih,' i 3B^':'' '3^t' ; ;5 
" * " /; lib. $9* 6ia» sg« 




tl# :f easrt^r|#&e: : 6 ir |; to, '£2 i £ t|ie;''Say es,' were falters , of 

^flfem^ -flew ;^e&-nuffii 

: &e£aW-- Mgf^^e^ ; This' «x^^^£^-';JfeVes 

.Sicil);- -w^'i^b^!ow^;b^^pfe^m Italy ! jm<l-<S^ece s %I|t> n^de 

'^^W^6 : ^iiM^Mi^bn^&h diiHcidff ; or -danger 5 tft&hifc 

:>i ^NttSfryeal^^ became "fte^at 

^ Spattac^ a ' 




^i^e^^tfe^'^tiiefc ateCmiffi^Ci^f' "^e v ^orid, : from jfoe;#rTof 
.ip'fela^ who^fere-Hca^iitg, 
%o'4fc^^ tlien returaii|g : : : ¥ia6fIous- from 

4pS;Amar&d ^b^ira^ that , l fe Hates: ate -jlJia.cn - 

JSoB&l^ by •'-in&treiai0«s , '''Gf; fees: than/delptie 

vjiiaf|&^ de^rked* '7 Th^jjee the hyes 

; ^d^rfems ' #;bthe^; guatde(l ■ by '|aws,i^i!c vtKetf - :&wii: are with- _ 
" 6ut' r 'f»To^£Ho'rt;*- - Theit \Wr#:ch&a^ .comparifoiu 
;ln luch %es multitudes pfHp^Vjft^ focic- 

•, * •FIorai>lib< ; 3.c?«;*9- ;jftooI&rVoL a.'py £4b-;'fay$- theit number was 
2po,ooo. I have followed Florus*-- • /. , . 

> Floras, Hb, 3. ca. 19. Tbe Unmans omfmed great number's ot tfteir 
flqvei .'in cell* or prions, called trg(xjluU> -ythiaw they were chained, to . labor. 
The younger j»d.ra'f>ey- recruited: his toy from the trgaftula in Sicily and 
Sardinia. Florus, lib. 4. ca. 8.' ^ "> . 

I Florus. lib. g. ca. so* : iiv, %it» 1ib t . 97. Hooke's Rom. mil. vol. 



ty.$/- ;lri " ; €e^atic : J . government^ ' >^h-erfi;5eyery-- ,t $aii is ,$fot-%. ; .better I 

: i$iair : '1^4^^ • -A 

may ^xm^'t^^'dm^ioiis,^-'^ . ■ '■ ^ ' v- : - '% — - V " y : ^ 

v : :lN;tfe..rc%i , i- : c>f . JoKn,. of the ' . 
;i4thlppiiitt_ry:',; ahd while; that^ Ai 
pf JSrtgland^ _ :>;' 

-jaarrane^^ . '[ ■ ;" 

ildngdom^ythe- catties of - the nobles "and- g^try"^^ : ]Btimt".ot:lev'«; . 

: '.- : - ! 

murdered ( aijatjicl^dfr^^ priloneTs;bytt^ v,.-/' ; ' 

.^fes^herdi'-'fcxgi^ .-V 
it %nj;tb : -ailbcisted and ^oH^ed'tliyr^lbrces to put a^eriSM'tii^le 5 '' ■ -V : -\. 

• : tfc$< :: D^ ;fe|fe^|t&;K|iSg i of . 

^avarreffl'e$ /i-z^odlmore;- withi s *ti\ei^^ 

Catllet ;• -and ; ^0yi3G)t|e.rs H ■ wjc*^ were '-' : .' ' ■ : y, 

*aekeji-with^^^ 'f - • ^v.S^T^ "■-:■', '' ■■^ J : 

lN:-tte:y^pi|^%,- tie '^ye#<^^reiicins which ^tfe^p^lant^ of ^^ ^V" 

rebellion -^fie%ltirgenti^ ;, v 

^0Hari:aho:*ik^ • ■ • • 

feao&^^ ■:■ "'-} :r - ^; : />: ■■r, 1 -' " 

; - ; Ab otj-t' years ' agbyihe Turkiflv .' Ilaves in f lielfcmd- of f^6a; : : ■ : 
•■cpnfpired^ta pufai^end; tp; the ,whoB order- tof 'knights, ■ ^_*Fhey iiad ' y 
:dete#imed^ flare had V;;" 

.'fi'orn.to.put :'his^mafter-tOodeat!u' , /'A'Wqft ' providential ' difeovery ■ • :•• - 
• prevented; ( the ; "execwtioii',' • of their AefignA; • • " The''- confpkators .were •' ' - ; ' 

■fazed..;;- ^ : .y. 

%en"oii. the \vljegi/'an4'' oth§f tpm^tibir : pieccs':'byi four\gaUej?s- ; . rowed'.- 

. -the amilverfaiy Jof ■ t|ie.di&3 1 very is;- &i,cekbrated; by- fi^^Jfirof ■ ■■ - - 

./Malta 1 * Wa/;^ . this 

terrible confpkacy.-r- , " ; • \ . : [, ". 1 - ■ ^> ? ■ .,7 ^- _:V ' \5- ; ■ . 

• ' E-4iftory 6f • the" "European^. fettlementSM, ^ >• ^. 

• 'atoMs^with'.; ,£ajft8 : - -whichj ;eyince; vper|iietaal • '•danger t^.: whiclt r ' 
•'xiaeh- are expbfed^. 'whfeE ' ? furrduiided/ with Haves. ■ : 'lThe'*nume.rofisi. i I 
in{urit^i6ns''of t!ie^;hegroes v/ .... 
ed thoie fetttemeftts, ; liaye'';- ta%ltr\ the" planters' to ,'dejpeii4:'ptf --.the 
bayonet -pnly - for v the; -fafety; of ':"tMf TperfoM aM -efetes, Hor 
will this refource always ftipply ^ the want Of confidence ia tlie l«; 
delity of their ddmellics. Treachery.-:- often eludes the watchman's 

. eye, and • 'the^ lordly^ a^^himfclft; tho v&^rounded ' with guards, • 
"Kecomes;they/«W>:pf ftifpicipn ; an^4ifttttf|;..':. ; ■'":■[[■'■'' 
;*Vfim u ;p pT j ; entering into a .detail of Biecalamities and .horrors . 

: f ,'*, ■■ ■ /; '•.,= : ^ — -~r-r ; '-^ ; v '■ •■ v,' 
•' V 'IVfoiitefq^ vol „ 306. Bhcks com. vol. t;*i8, ■ : v ]. 

/ || Hift of France., voh. 1. page 27.5 «■'. '..'.:''■-.■;' -i''. -'; .-.'^ 

* K.ql^cck ? s Travels vol, * 29^.' t Srv4o'iic**11T6tfr..voi. t\ 29?* ; - '^ 



that have.:- been becafioned in the Well Indies by the attempts cr 
flavcs.to recover their liberty and avenge their wrongs it will be fuffi- 
cknt barely to mention the prefent deplorable ftafcc of the French 
colony in Su Domingo. The miseries of that I Hand are the theme 
of al moll every gazette, 'To recapitulate them would be ufclefa; 
for who among my readers decs not recolkci the accounts he has 
read tire fail t wo years ? and whole blood is /not chilled at recoiled, 
ing the recitals of cruelty, outrage and murder which have mar- 
ked the bloody fcenes ? Where is the civilised man, who has tailed 
the plcafurcs and known, the value of peac<iand feenrity, who can 
willingly renounce the enjoyment of both s for the fake of living in 
fplcfidor, and yield himJelf a prey to' the ■vexations, of unceafing 
watchful nefs .and fufpicion? Who can facrifiee the chccrfulnefs, 
contentment*, and confidence that- reign among equals .and fellow 
citizens a the felicities that blefs a nation of freemen and freeholders, 
for the foeiety of ignorant ftupid ilaves and treacherous dependants ? 
Can the human mind be fe debafed as to rejoice in the wretched- 
nefs of man ? Surely the rnafter aa well as. the flave, muft lofe the 
fenfibilities of his nature, and degenerate to a brute, before he can 
..endure the fight of men doomed to linger cut their exiftence m 
chains., bending beneath the prefiare of heavy burthens, crippled 
with hard labor and bruifes, emaciated with hunger, feourged by 
their mercilefs drivers','" -h-opelcfs and forlorn, courting the relentlefs 
mouther, death, to wrcft them from the hands of that more unfeeling 
xnorifter, : w#:jr.* 

Thus leads me to notice fome effects of flavery on she character 
• of the matter, it is a gtaeral truth that the men v/ho,.from u-^ : ' in- 
fancy .'Wi/, and thofc who the rod of tyranny, become-: ally 
hardened by the exereifo of cruelty, and equally infennbk -co the 
fufFerings of -.their fellow mm, .Such is the nature and tendency of 
defpotifm, that in its operation, it not only checks the progrefs of 
•civilization j but actually converts the civilized man into afavage; 
at leait fo far as refpecls the humane affections of the heart. 

In ancient Rome, parents h-?d the moft defpotic power over their 
children* By the laws of omnia s, confirmed by the laws of the 
twelve tables, fathers might '■ or even 1 1 ny their child rcn .t 'The fame 
abfolute authority had maCkrs over their (laves \% the before die 
clofe of the Republic this . ppvver was abridged by the Cornelias 
Lav/, arid was finally abolifhed by the. Emperor Adrian, 

These unlimited powers exerci fed by the old Romans, together 
with their martial life, and, the con ft ant view of the combats of tie 
gladiators, which habituated them to fcenes of blood and cruelty* 

"* Tbe negroes in the WcS Indies confidcr death as a deliverance from 
krvkude a reftoyation to {heir native country. Hence their funerals ar. 
fj: -(ons of joy and fcftivity, and ere attended with dancing 

t la Kberos fuprema pal: rum anctoritas efto ; vcnumdarc> occidcre Jicdc 
Leg. Rorrf. This power of the father over his ch^Mjcn w.u reftraitied by 
imperial con ili unions before the times of Jufcini*;:, Sec Juftia I ml. UV. 
.1, tit. Q. 

.1; JuiHn* fnfr* lib. j. *it, %x 
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mfpired them with a barbarous jSercenefs* which prepared them 
for the practice of public plunder and private affaifinauoxwT But 
v/cre the Romans more cruel by nature than modern nations ? 
Were they .more favage in their iempe*;s than the lordly defpots of 
the prefenfc a|je, who are accuitomed to ty ranizc .over liaves ? " .Do 
we not perceive/' fays that judicious traveller Dr. -Moore that 
the practice ofdomeftic flavcry has, at this day. a ft ton g tendency 
to render men haughty, capricious and cruel ? Such is the nature 
of man, that if he has power without con'troul, he will ufe if. with- 
out judiee abfolute power has a ftrong tendency to make. good men 
bad, and never fails to make bad men worfe*" 

It may be remarked that with refpeci to a great number of n« 
ces, the extremes of fo.ciety approach very near each other* The 
tyrant is above-lav/, and his flaye is below it- Men. in excels of 
happinefs or mifery," faysMontefquicti.§ are equally inclinable to le- 
vcrity ; witnefs 1 conquerors' and monks*" He might have exten- 
ded the remark to mafters and flaws, who in general are -equally 
lazy, cruel and ferocious, So with refpeft • to. exceffive gaming* 
fays Miliar, in his hiftorical view of the Englifh Government*!] 
which' is a vice peculiarly predominant in the molt rude and barba- 
rous, as well as the moil: luxurious and opulent nations,* The 
fame obfervatiort may be made with refped to exceffive drinking. 
The progrefi of power and wealth in civilized Hates may, as it rcf« 
peels the prevalence of thefe and 'forne other vices, be refembled to 
a circle ; making the equal poverty and independence of the lavage 
Hate the point at winch the progrefo begins and purfuing k to the 
oppofife poin';, we have tluit ftate of fociety in which mediocrity 
of fortune and DOwcr eivc lenity to government and miidnefs to 
manners ; but in nmfuing the progrefs further, we find great 
wealth and power with excedlve poverty, and foctcty, with a retro- 
gradual motion, approaching the original point of barbarifm. An 
extreme • difpaiity of circumftanc.es readers one clafs of men the 
mates of the other, and the tyrant, and his flaw in their cruelty, 
their ftubhorneis, their iaxiueis, their inhumanity, and their exeeii- 
he paffion for revenge become allied to ja*vag:-»\"\- Whatev- 
er exceptions there may be to this rule, it is general}- true that the 
poffeffion of' power renders men proud, infolent, cruel vindictive ; 
and the reafow. why this character is not applicable, in its full ex- 
tent, to American planters who are owners of flaves, ts not tnst 
.Americans are bonAvith better hearts than other men, or that the 
nature of domeitie tyranny is changed /out it is becauic the imrac* 

+ Montefq. Hefte&ions on die caufes of the rife ar.d fall of the Rom^t 
Empire, p. 1 18. 

f vol. i. p. sis. where the reader will find Come excellent remarks o« 
this fabje&. See alfo Hume's E frays vol. i. p. 40:?.. 
Spirit of Laws, book 6. chap. 9. !| p?ge 30. 31. 
Tacitus de Mor. Germ. ca. 24. 2?.. 
/It The editor of Wat foil's Phillip. 3d rciv.ajk* that < ? ideas of fupcriof 
dignity have a- tendency to blunt the Cenic of iujUihcc committed agatait is* 
knars." 408. note* 



pitee^cile .'of ie^dtifm: «s ;: dekgated to'.fubfitutes; - ••• #he; - Begb" 
fefer: is^ene^ally xhp1sL&.bk\pmU : aM -acquires all the. ferocious 



ItJS:^ ; renja:|kabfelSewifc that afpiric of p^iv'jue- revenge- is more ■ 
r'-fttm^trmmig tlie little' tyrants -'who are educed: with Raves', . 
■ V •: thari-i eniottg tf&cifizens of &£ree- fta'ce : : where, there % little diitinc:^ . 
, ' ^riM atei;pdf er. :; ' Ileiet in : pavt&ulai v t<y the aiitdm of dtl- . 

■ :;0iM^i: 'merely >'favag<i fpM$' of revenge, ;le£fit^otibn^ ■ 

/ : \i#.fqa^ .■' 
|efla^)s^fatfdlf. tMifclatzM'' ^ honors "' i*hia-.cuftdiii, wftcir had _ 
' Its^rlgihi i^^he-./dark.' ages 'crf^Eiirop&m "'lavageads^' : jvheft the' ' 
; ■' ^gfik .df ;jfj'^iv'at« ictenge and. bbiSky : #as ;in 'tal^exercife,* is re- 
/ t^med ; i&-.p'^rts' of feirope- 'and- '^erjcaj; . . where; flaveV^. 'jxift$j. :' 
■1 --v^d^ where^^tee- is ■full 

; :lifeertj^a : Ed^iiMit?' of ■£ ights^bong- all tli^ citizens* 'f Eyet^year 
f '.• - ^ia , gs-''iis:-:.lie>f . I'm ifop fatal'effe^s ^:of "this- -lav age praEke "in the 

Ib^therii. States'- of ApieHca ;;but in^the eaflem 'latef the'|!tfa$ke \ 
• ' ; ; ica^'-^^%'.'fai<i [ ' Tdthe Koaor ;of|helaws/ the Infliw- - 

■ ' |ionsf l$d; tlie ;n^n&fecf ' tliislftate, i: be it. ' stale ntb^ed £ X hai ho 
fenceMlihis "bai6^tmlee{k»iti : has yet' f aincd: th& -.'annals v :of bur -Re* 

|uUs^ ,. >; ... v.; ;-. ■, : J vf/'. v : .; •■ ; ':'// " 

; :V v, ^^exetelfe .df .tmsontiQ&d; ' power; , always ; '' .givfe's', "a -. ■ p&aliar 



manners 



C0a^^feticjn.',b©tii of .the 




.$e^ine»fc§* ■ ^eft - #re taught' to' ■moderate theii^.pa|!lohi\and : -pretep • 
' i^bith'e-liffbTipa of po#er^iS ; Jofce.ls divided ••and' weaSehed j • 
■ •"'fcveiy- 'aianV-right'k cdntrpaled .by 'the equal right' of 'his' aei^hW, 
-y- well iii; ; byr.the laws j r cqaality^bf -f rghts begets inataaFyef j'eH, • and ■ 

The "charaEetof the' iafeabitaats; tft. alaioftv • aSlvlree.vit^i^Hcmi 




ie miatives 



-■■'.; Msnir^hiftv'-'vfew.bf-- the- 'Ea'gl. gov;' : p.;;62 4 v The ' pMI^ '<j'f . prtVatii 
:|labfe!^g,' : foymeriy : iocbiiim •■'EKgland?-. aa'ci'iUlJ,; ireqKttiliftSpzm,-^t\& 
]: t&m$ othc^oukitric*,. 'tasiy be -traced, to tliii.fojairce-; 'hGt ilQiv,^rf!d;liBerty;aritt 
fckitc^ \ir-|H : ^t'nilh. H fro.m. theea r?h, v% , ' : -.- 1 'v- v^a?;,' a ,' :■:■>.■ 

'; ■'/4 ;: Mtn-'arc -.better and' raorV.amkbie,-- -ia, proportfbn /as'^hey are^gp'^ier.'. 
Moderate EjEi^cpesidence baitifhcs' cate aa'd' difpdfeS the ; 5tiii«<2 tpjof.Wnd' b-e.ni- 
Cicen'ce.-:'", Bo'iirg* tr^eBj; 'voL'i. 3^.. 'Tlj'e' .xforSfeh:^'f -tlie ' S\VifS' ; -ih'tbe'ffte 
'.€a»ttsn§, as^'ofthci' 1 ' Kfe w-K»g J a'ti'd.-, people,.' Is '-a - itiii'U o'oV.^L- ij&ift%ojSferiiic ; 
' bat |hfe- ittoft iliuilripu& cjtainplc of;the;.ejffcfi^ ; -of cqttai' j^lt s- aKi^n^..i*s£4 - " 
the .peaceable disposition oi' the Qtsaikers., .It : i« curious to mark .the -difccnE'. 
- -jpfie^; .which. Heady laws; and; the arb^rar^- ';e?.##(«'v<of, 'wili;ha ve jipoia the 
fanners of nicni.'-- The', goyettrtben't . 6f ■ thfe- Quaker*;iwV :: veiy .absolute aad.-ti-. 
gid;?;bttt it h the authority of laws and "rules*, and'.' t)ot Gf ^r5itraryu>ili\ 
,. ..therefore.- -'jlea&y m. ' sis operation. ,' ' ■ Hence'. the- : ftrm, .-..sj^ifo^ra ^ <(yiie|nat ic';de* 
pprtment of the mcniberi of that fociety, , |t ^uak^r is feldom capricious, or 
Imtable $ but .moderate m hh fpaifioEis, .flow i» deciicijrigj and very perfeve- 
yikg. How disTcre«t is a man born in the fame aation^bo has been zeeuf- 
■ toffied to bjaia4ifh hk hip ©v«r flaves. ' .'"' ."■• 5 " 



tality> with . -gsrfcat; ciyHiif. of'^aiiBC'fis*. ,;. Th$y' : bawt to- paling^,' • 
not . : with- an air of. msm],i&iv\\iiy but like w«!lbn;d ■picsn., , ;c6ja , fcio«3' . 
of their independence.^ 'Id _ /Sweden, ; - where' the p'eafantry cnjj.qy ., 
: foiae propeftiy and ma1sy v priyileges^^ravcllcrs 'n^ye ; rematk-icd.H^ar . 
ly 'the: fame trai$^'§f 'chara%ir. 3^i-'.'th0 fowct,ojrderlvCf people* ... / - 

. -AiBniMugly different' is: ihcAamgtcx/of d^\TeM$k, pcafaniv. 
iThe latter*. who/arc.T»feje£t to'': -the moli uhlii^Ited' .••tyranny • are • 
'crin^rig^and .fertile in; their latigoage; and:^an'ners> j-.'-iwheh {foaagers 
pa& fiy : ttieiiSi they^-Jbo^-^iipwh:/ 1<£> the ground: 5 ;ai the firft glimpfe.pfa,.. 
"' gentlepa'n's carriftgij*, they 'ftop^cir trails aid', taking off t Wi",r: hats ,o>, 
•cap's, ; Hold. theinan'^hef r.-hta«ds, ; ip»the -.gehtlemah is 'ott;4f fight;'*!" 1 

• .Suc^'iiBartne.rs. - markisi a\ftri_king degree* the- abject fetvltude, by' . 
■->whkh ; 'tSefe ; ::pitiahie •' ^.eafersts'^re-htimbled- anij- degreffed* , 

' -'j-^he^. tendency; of tyranny^: bbtkeivii : and ddmeftie s .. to annihilate .'. 

j'; ife i(opiai:'aife^ons,;.o_r! ^bridge 'tfteit-pperat'toik is .very: reraark&bk* 
iu its;,tffe^;,i!ipoa S'sfpitriliijf* . 'Tj^afayage-'^ , 
'ded t&alti^^ : 'C ; &mong , the-antient Germans* - 

it $raj/ deemed .-^Iqriinie'' f^.-Tefofc-- ehtert^iiaih^nt'-to- any of the'jhumap.' 

• race;> Ei*erj^'mattJ wire travelled- 1 among them* ■whether^ftraijgdr.or: 
frieiidl was>received, withi .'equal :aTtti.Hberathofpitaiky > J.mtd ; at "his; 

- d^|^'fEure^.'iie'%a^'^'raHl|ed ^vith'whatevef- he requelledi| - Such' is' 
tite : un|yerfd;'.^ America p_ there; k 

/ftHnftanre refufed to E|j.ropeai|s^"tiit-» 

4efa :the ,; Indlap/- natives ■ have been firft abufed;, or provoked 'to hoftii- 
' ,; ty/by ,;tfce trd&ire^ / : t ■ ' 1 •'. .;■"•/ 

•■/ffofpiti^ aaay. bo . 

' ..eonfidere^-as #0#gftf/J&^^^ Hows immediately -from in*. 

'. :^hat;hjeE'lire_ ; all 'bnthtiu p ' the 'children of one common faV. 

■ theri.il an ImprefH'eii of vnatttjre,j and the 'heart; 'of man in % H'ate' of 
;p'noifav'ai; ; .fimplicie^;.; untainted' -with" ip^judice'^; uhcorrupted "■' . by 1 
' mt'ej l eft f: ;every;where ■ recogti&es\ the; alliance' of naturei' and :clthg?; 

. t^^^i^^kiMm^-r '•' ■■. ' ''"^r' ;: ' : - ■■■ ■ 

^•Mof :;&the;: a^tificiai : -hemg ? whom ; fortune 'or accidpn t-bas cleva-' 
'' ted ab.c#fe. W®\ brethren* •' •'The ;^nkbob and.'. ttys -tyrant,V''^uieattd-ia 
• $he' practice' •df-commahdLng^ . perhaps of abuiiug their- 1 ' unfortuna to . 
; •ilavpl' ye%- :ea||y ,'lofe the fympathies of their 1 nature, .'and. aconite; a 

: t^mptdeftroys' 'liofpitalky^ and ■■thus' it-happens-', 'that the •■■ndv'fend. 
,; po'werfui' ; uiuaily' eonSne their hofpitablclttentions to^thofe of :th^r 

• own^ank. -The^orc^-elevated'the^man p^h'e.- pyfamid-of ' power,. 
' . tfiip-faither.'is ,,hi"S^oyed ; from-' ' the .reft: 'of the. huipian':- racei.'the- 

, : &^^:mii&:^ch:ot: his.equals, '-and . the' lefs .e^tenfive is tlie;fptee 
•■ 'of'liis, perfonal .''attachments,'. - Thus - t'he "'inequalities 'of -fociety^ 
'• ;., fe.greateft where fiaVeryis •j&ermitted > ;-t^nd -di- 
'-;' ! ie^fy':ito "cwctimfenbe the eterclie o£^ that diffufiye4exieypleneel 
which nature di&ates and cliriftamty enjoins The untutored feage 
takeV a Granger by the hand, arid feats him at his liofpitable hoard, 
with a; hearty ''welcome, "merely' :.becaufe he.is ■a ; '^;/.':,;the haughty 
"-.v ■; * ■ -V "•:" , fii' l nM l i...: l »i~.^i ; 
* 1 Coxe's Switz«>yol.' x; ay. "46. ..Vol. a* sou' 
t Gm*s travel^ vol. s» jitacitos. 



nabob admits; for gudls, the choice lew who have rank and tides, 
and with a contemptuous pride, liui'ts ' his doors agaki!: the. reft of 
mamviuu."'" 

But m no partkntoi are the deplorable effect s of Haver)' more 
vifibte., than in cheeking, or ddhoying national induthy. • When- 
ever we tarn our eyes to view' the comparative effects of freedom 
•and fiavery on agriculture, at/la, commerce and feience, tlie .mind 
is deeply affected at the a iionpiing contrail* 
•• About the iath century, /he feudal fy item, was eftabliihed with 
nearly an equal degree of rijgor, in all the kingdoms of Europe. As 
to the ftate of the .'peai^htry and. of agriculture at that period, 
England and Foiand wefe nearly in the-^me fituatiori. The ferfs 
of. Poland and die' churks - of $ngl and were Haves, incapable of 
acquiring property and annexed to manors like the ftock of a farm, 
-much, in the fame, manner as the negroes are at this day in the 
Wcit ladies and Southern' American States* From that period to 
this time, the. pedantry of Poland have continued in the fame ftate 
with little amelioration- of their condition. 1 But the churies in 
England^lve^becn more fortunate. To trace the particular rteps 
by which the chUtles and villains of England were raifed from their 
abject fervkude, to the prefent Sate of the farmers in that country, 
does not fall within my defign rf-it is fiiffic-jent't©' remark that b',~ 
gradual means,, they have become free tenants, who have a legal prop- 

in ?'I"Sf» fsjTili'Af; tSKKl^K *l"imr.,/M-j'l+iy-n*/* -•- TinQ-csriA ~C limine* r>.i- 

will and liable to be- turned... out of. - dieir - -pOnenxoris at any moment 
by then' capricious loros 4 tciey have a permanent intereit in their 
etates, which the laws 'of the country protect, -and tranfmit to 
their heirs* This is the principal ..circuiarfance which has- rendered 
the agriculture of .England^ r!ounlhing 3 and the farmers more in- 
telligent,- wealthy and resectable than the xniferable ferfs in Po- 
land, - ' . 

To labor folely for the benefit of other -men, is repugnant "tv-er* 
ery principle- of the human heart. % Men will not be- indoftrious* 
nor is.it -the "will of heaven that they ihouid be, without .a well 
founded expectation of enjoying the frosts of their labor* ■" The ag- 
riculture of a country therefore wiPraiways be flourifhtng and pro- 
ductive/ Jn proportion, .to the .-quantity and duration of intereit 
which the farmers -have. 1 in the lands they cultitate ? ;f • combined with 
the fecurity of enjoying the produce, without -arbitrary taxation 
or grievous affeflhients. That , country produces rnbfl: where the 
farmers are freeholders ,'pofTefling the fee fimple of their lands, pay- 
ing little or no -rent, and light taxes, , That country produce;-;, kail* 

m.nrr r " ** — ' 

* kuxaries and aa abufe of civilization contract and dsbafe the mtad. 
"Bourg. Travels, vol, 1, $^383, And Sec vol. 2. p., 137. EITays on Spain 
by Mgr» Pcyron.. 

f See.&ti'lUv's Mft. view of the Eng. Govi 183. Blacks. Com. vol. 
2. p. 90. and the hiflories of England. 

I The natural foil, markets "ice. being equal*. See fome excellent remarks 
©a this f»bjc& in Smith's Wealth of Rations. Book 3, ch. 2. Robcrtfon's 
Md* gage 288. asurg. Travel* in 'Spain, vol, g. 50. 
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where the cultivators are Oaves, who have no mtcreft in- their, own 
.labors, and who work only by compulften. Between' thefe ex- 
tremes, the prodn&ivcncfs. of a count ty is in proportion to the 
length of the kafes of t&e. farms, the fmallnefs of the rent and the 
lightnefs ofJie taxes and impofls. ... A tenant who has a kale lor 
fevctal ; hundred years/ at, a fmaU iixed rent, not liahk to' be en- 
created ..at the pkafurc 6i ■■the landlord, has an interefl- in his farm 

■ almoit equivalent to • a fee iimpk. A ttmiit for life, who has little 
expectation that his heirs will enjoy his farm, is 'tmder ftrong 
temptations to make" the moft of the. land, for himfclfj. at the tx~ 
penfe of the, foil.* the buildings and fences. : Initead of making lift* 

.provernent, he will probably impoverifh the land and leave the 

■ buildings and fences, out of -repaid The tenant at will has (til! 
lefs intereft in the land he occupies , and if s as in Turkey, He is 
fubjecVto-the arbitrary exactions of Pachas, Governors, landlords 
or. collectors of revenue-, who take his earnings front him at pieaf* 
we. he' has. no more encouragement to. labor than, the fiave, and of 
courfe he will look no farther than to make previiion ibr the 
moment*'' ■ ... - , ; 

The pall and prefent irate of the world; verities thefe remarks. 
By the an Kent .laws or cuftoms of Ireland, before, the introduction of 
the Engiifh laws after ,; the ••conqu.e&.of Hem IL the lands were 
held . by^ the fmgular tenures of tanifiry 'and wvcikhidi By "'the 
cuftom _of taniiby., wheft 'a -nobleman died* his eaitles, manors and 
lands deieended to the oldeft'a;td rjoft tmrihy cfhis hksd-.and jurmme* 
It was often uncertain who, of the blood a:ad furn&mc of the tail 
pofleifor* was;" the. -moft "worthy ; ■ and from this uncertainty a role' 
competitions for' the inheritance, which' not •unfrequently ended in 
civil' war. ... - * 

By the cuftom of gavelkind, the carifinny or chief of a lineage, 
vyhick was -called a' fept, made all the partitions .of land, belonging 
to the tanifti'at Sis difcretioh* . When 'a -ter- tenant died., the chief 
alFembled all. the fept, and throwing all the farms into common. flock, 
made a new' diHribution ; , allotting to ..each' the- bed or greateft- 
portion, according to his feniorifcy, Thefe, alignments were made 
by the chief 'ex arbitrio, on *he death efeyery ter- tenant, and.of 
confeqaence, the 'tranflations of each, tenant from one pogetiion to 
another were fo frequent, that the, cultivators -of. the earth had no 
fecurity for the 'enjoyment of their lands, even for a month.f The 
eifeft was what wefhould expect ; no comfortable habitations were 
erected.;, no enclosure or improvement was made of the lands where 
thefe cuftoms prevailed, efpccially in the province of Ulftcr, which 
was little • better than one vail wiidernefs. This was a ..principal, 
caufe of the poverty and barbarifm which formerly prevailed ' in Ire- 

i A fniiijar cu^om prevailed among the antient Germans. Their jreafoaa 
as afligned by the hiftorian, were to prevent the pcopIcVrom attaching them- 
felves to agriculture, in preference to war, and from- amaffing great elates at 
the expenfe of the poor, from enervating thenifcives by Uvisg in good hoa- 
*cs ? Ses Offers comment, lib. & 1. 20. " 



,|ahd.*.: Jheie ;cuftoM$. were./abalifhed 'in ;th'e reign'' of Jam0s- the 
ft^^'^uitiiie' lands in Ireland, 'W'ete, 'by folemn ^djudic'a tipn's of the. 
\cm*£kp£$£higs bench In that'couSify, declared to be d^ieendibkac- 
v^orSiin^to'.the .common Jaw of England," • Batftill the lords ofjma- 
"snbrs 4pprefs..and grind the cultivators ;of the. foil* and,' in no partpf 



^•«.v. r ; c J? ''are the^.peafantry -more -poor -slM :wretched> ; : 'and in 'few 
•#ptont^ wbrle- cukivatkmthan' ihlrelari'4*;- ' ;* >' 

, ' .' J ; if ™?e t-tim-roiiir eyes; ' to > the Continent of Eatqfii ■ w-ittali' '-feevtte 
; jilb^efs ;;bf^griculture» '/of 'artjs . : an&'-' every ';fpecjes' of 'improvement, 
••^ery -'nearly- proportioned" to"the freedom ..of tjfefe;.^^Ie^?. 3ti - the 
:;^a^i.#.:'and! fpme : .other : cirfcl%> of&ermanjj ,,^>!5e|iold >a peafantiy 
/3azy:and ^icibus,iagncnltnye : ' langulfhkg, 6iniic of the largefe 'citkjs 
, ^c)ining,: 'and .'.the to&ds/aM of the political 

,,s0ppi^i^ ln;^^heredita,ry -domirt- 

; *ibs& ; pf the ■ ■ houfe ■ of iAuifcria, ' ; .We;Te'e;^v : ideni'- Imatfepf i: the/ attention 
:-of '-golyer riment to ; ';tlieiwelfarb of the '"peopled ' 3 . Agric^ltnre^com- 
■^eVce/'anAthe^ar'ts^in- knjtria\$f$erl ;.ajre ihVa^bet^ 
• «maxiy parts^bf ,dermanyf^>;fttth^ fame-time^ wef fehpr. the p'a^ial- 
I'ity. 'of .the; ' princesvof , .that . iliwftrious' hbufe, ,'whoj'fpim '^fegulations 
. ,jfor the : purpofe of drawing; health from thek; cqn^^ea-prbyincea. 
-'•^o^nricfc their ;jfamjiy: ; ^ofle^pns^L • ; i*^rffiMg^rj^ie^a ; farther ^eafU 

■ : ^he ^viibppr^ons offe Mblilcyaiiil'Ahe fri^ca^^ 



-:iy^l{ : q& of fpleiidid' -riches* ffur? 

. Jfj^n<^/Ai^ there -palaces^ of mlrblS,:' 

r tow^Hng'tb 'tp^ikyf ■ ati&a& the reft, of the; cbontr^'a .dreary, fw_s$fr" 
_mM&t^^Mil filthy'i'.hovel^^^ "' ^To/the 

;i0|t!i#ardi "Sfiefe elj&clptlte' ^6f : Saxony , , whp&' : "lbiJ^.tho /barren^ is 
£pb { g$^ 

, ',g^owingyComi^ferce;and meat built, • S^ifh^g-,citiCs; '; '• ; the; vai- . 
,:te:thicMy idotted 'withtobpulQus : . ¥inafi^s;,ind?i;ne. ,mcTOtains ; cdv>» 



vi- ^^ning^onr^ie^ to ; -PrnC l $* we :i lee ; a country juii: " : %Hfeh ; Jrbm 
?obfcjarit^ 

- ; eM>rtfofi& finale /^^^ fingutarphenomen%i^'# 
^bfblu^'wnai^ uhliniited-'-fwfliy over;:'his '<io- 

• ^inio'h^j^withiMe' * viewi F .0f ferideriog^ . Ms . fnbjecls wealthy' 'and 

^•'hut-lie 



; - ; -':^''See ! Srr''^ 'Humie'i )Bffay«, foK a.-;p;. r #-i*' 

In ^nddlufia in Spain, a few proprietors pbircfs almoft the whole cpuntry. 
Unable to «akivatc fuch. immeiil^ .*faXte y JtizY'faTi&:w%\k^^ 

Vand.'t!»e wlole province i5,littlc ; hettcr 'thaa ad'efcrt.. '•Sce.Bourg^' travels 

C'-.^v 0 ■'■■■■^"■v.vfr.-^ • 

' v'f ''^he.^happinefs'-of ' ',a; ^ 
.oa'the^ar^r of the p dace. Moo^eV Italy, p. " i 
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fonucd and.eflabliflied a fyitent .Qf-mterual -police and political 

omy 9 i'- much' m0riS ' beneficial to his „ 'fubjecis tha& his- Vi&ories ■ and ' 



reditary •faccefiioa,'. aV/aV-fnvuT aariual? rej|t , thus* . con\jerrih|fh 
;X\umbe^ :of idle'Tofdlers ^awj poor-, , men • i^to imi&ftpous ■ freeholders 
.lie procured' the fed of tfe tiiofl;- ¥alu^ble;.gra^s 5 -Biid 'dijftrihuted 
• gratakoa fijr : -aftiriap HJs : fiibje%!; - !: aad by thefe.aftd: ; oth^r encourage^ '. 
: ments,n&>barreu.'-fand^4fHi$ ,• dilutions', were . tfoan ciiaftgidJhto ' 
fruitfuMelds*''. ieMqye. the caafes ip£difeafe.j:-hfi. drained 'z^axHies^' 
"opeaed'-fdrefts" iiafl iMfcraiaM 'the Inundations "of-nym; (■.' He ' 

■ atfyxbeftp'w^i^ t& ^couragfiirieiat ; pfji^aafaftiiir^;/ 
•As welf>as'agr^ canals;^ j|Ur 
,,tar$d t-he importation' of n^ffiiries^pd/reftTained-th^t of kxune$| 
'heliabfeed f^hpols • ..th^.- education, o$. , the.; peafants • courted 
J and\ Awarded;- laepir of literaiy^feQrir jv'an^'.'fttqh " Was- 'hifr ; fucfce%. 
tfia^dfts ing his: ^siga^' .the population, ajid wealtK^f his SornirH- - 
;i6ns;'^er^'dou6l6d»^, ■■■What. : isat : gl6ribns ; 'exainpls' isthisl -^nd. what . 

' '&pio^h;to ;the%r<iat. aad:;Jfttle; tjfaati^ho ;Tari6and: lthefPra£»- 

: ■••kaagiftg.'fili feclfe* . ei|fttt^£tM^ at 

^j r 'i'4A^&^ 4 ^^ at<: ^ r •^^:Fitho# v chsidr^i the Iprd^cpfid^ . 

ed 'lif itafeiC as liis lloirj, aiid Xfed^-aliliis efefs* ,. C3afEffliir s ia i 

p&jjerif&d. a ; ine : fpVthe muicfeof' a peafaat, atfeBaeied ' jhar':if. . 

jone 1 ^!^ '.his liekti&fapialdjnijeriti; ''Bat 'tnefe fa-' 

•ldtery.%wa».:jc^tcakt^;to ailcyiatc jthe.^ aiifeiiii^^ 
' -wgi^l&d^ ;it;vwas mfi&l_ 

- 27^8- ttifet'j fWftatutesiof Eblaadari^^^ 

- ptalkatYaw^ eyfae&ce'' 
■$&"6bV^ is render^JMmo^iiiigayr^f' y 

^hat- thea^muft be- the StaatIon i; 'd£agrieidtutei am-aad;£oav 
« metee b inland ^:Wfcai/mu&. nece&r%;be"- : 

■ cowqifj '^hefe* are tlnas t'r&ittid " like - ca0e,f • ■■.Igty 'tis',.' Hear ' the 
jawing' d^p^osi^fli giv^i.'by that ;-|eM^ tra- 

tereftinf -fce'nes^ as that jxomMzzo&w to ^arft^^ 'The;- coaatty- 
was;^fiy ^©vaQirS "'--wktf^aft tra^ ■ offtldcki^Qproy f&refc 

; Wiiteat^fe&^ati^ 

: edfo "eo^onlefe^^av^ ^ frlitadepr^vaikd 

■ ahaQfl:4hro;thf^M :'with fe^^mptpals: Mma imm0itedj 

vol. 2. p. 88 to 2oa>' ' :v,;, •'"•.'•"• ■•':'■'■•••■'„ - " 

Coxp.'s travels v41* X% .1 56. , .,; 



and fill! Ids of a civilized country. Tho we travelled in the high 
road,- which unites Cracow ' and Wavfihv, in the courfe of about 
% v% E'ngKfh miles, we met in our progrefs, only two carriages* and 
abc u a dozen carts. The country was equally thin of human habi- 
tations ; a few draggling villages, all built of wood, fuccecded one 
another at long intervals, whole nuferable appearance correfponded 
to the wretchednefs of the country around them. In thefe af- 
femblages of huts, the only places of {.reception lor travellers 
were hovels, belonging to Jews, 'totally deilitute of furniture 
and every {pedes of Accommodation. We could fcldom procure 
any other room than that in which the family lived ; in the article 
of provifion, eggs and milk were our "greateft luxuries and could 
not always be obtained ; oar only bed was ft raw thrown upon the 
ground, and we thought our felves happy when we could procure it 
clean. The natives were poorer,-- humbler and more miferable than 
any people we had obferved in our travels. Whenever we Hop- 
ped ,• they Rocked -around us in .crouds, and with the moll abject 
geftures, bsgged for cliarity," 

Caftzng our eyes, from this difgufdng fpe&able, towards theim- 
xnenfe empire of Ruffta in the north, nearly the fame difmal ap- 
pearances are prefented to our view, The defpotifm of a half-bar- 
barous nobility concurs with the arbitrary nature of the govern- 
ment, to pillage &nd debafe the-ferfs, and render them humble, .obfti- 
nate, theivifh^aprovident and infenfihle., .. Here indu.j8.iy is cheek* 
f.d and difcouraged by the arbitrary exaSio&g of the great proprie- 
tors of land,- whofe .power over their vasfak is without controoL 
A diredl. taxis laid u'pon' the- virtues ofinduftry and frugality by a 
rapacious nobility, who-aiTefs their peafants in proportion to their 
fuppofed promts, tho the poor wretches are, incapable of acquiring 
and holding property. Thus a rnafon or fniith, who h. a good 
workman, is often rated as. high as 6, tz and even 20L Veiling a 
year. It is however forae alleviation to a be&evolent mind, to fee 
the fovereigns of that almoft boundlefs empire, exerting their power 
for the benefit of their fubjetts. The prefent emprefe, perceiving 
the true ca«fe of. the languishing ftate of commerce^ arts and agri- 
culture in her dominions,!* has attempted to' remedy the evil by 
multiplying the numbers and .enlarging the privileges of the mer- 

tion very little better than the (laves — by waving feveral rights of 
the crown, and facilitating the means of obtaining freedom — ami 
by gftabiilhing in 1765 the free Ecommka} Society, or .fociety for 
the promotion of agriculture with extenfive privileges. 

From the frigid regions of KuiTia 3 let u$ caft our eyes fouth- 
ward over the vail territories where the Turkiih Sultan, with the 
Koran and the Saber, impofes law upon his numerous million j. 
Here the political profpecl thickens into deep melancholy xncmphi- 

f iC L s agriculture nt poiara jamais protperer Ssou V agricultcur nc pof- 
fede rien en propre." Isifiru^lions for a new cede of laws ? 83. Sec 
Coxe's travels- ibeok 5, eh. 5 and 6, 
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sir. gloom. Egypt and Pbemcta, Greece and Syria, the parents 
and the .nurfes of feience, arts and: commerce, are How doomed to 
be the prey of fuperftition and',tyranny , Here the .mufti, with his 
infallible Koran.; the Cadi with Ids "arbitrary .decifions; the Pub- 
lican with his extortion, and the Pacha with his janazaries, exercife 
a heterogeneous defpotifm, w Inch is neither •limited by laws, nor 
controlled by precedents. 

Here slavery afTumcs a different form- The conquered natives 
of the Ottoman dominions are not fubject to a feudal fervitnde ; 
they are not the adftriptitii g(eb& of ancient Rome, or modern Po- 
land and Ruffia. But they are. fubjeel to the worft fpecies of bon- 
dage, the arbitrary and capricious exactions of numberiefs petty 
tyrants, the collectors of taxes and governois of provinces, whofe 
rapacioufiaefa is retained by no Superior power, and the |precarious 
tenure of whofe offices tempts them to harrafs the people with im- 
moderate ^demands, that they may fill their own, purfes while the 
power is in their hands. 

When Sultan Selim -firft- made a conquerl of Syria, in order to 
favor .the huibandman^ whofe .'-worth he knew, he ePiahlifhcd the 
mm, a territorial tribute, : which was fixed at a certain rate that 
was not to be. augmented or.-difij-aifhed." -Phis tribute /was modey 
rate* • and; * had w not • been for .vA^bufes 1 ' of; th,e^.Tttlk^;>'goVcm« 
•.m£nt ? ' it'ife^ &ould • ; havei 0pjnftfie& the people,'.'' But the'Pachaa 
who have more, of the lands at their difpofal, take care, when they 
.make grants 9 to "clog them' with burthenfome conditions ; they ex- 
ad the half or sven two thirds of the crop ; they monopolize the 
feed and the cattle, fo that. the. cultivators are compelled to pur- 
chafe from them at their own price. When the/ harveft is-' over, 
they cavil about lbfTes and pretended robberies, and as they have 
the power in their hands, they carry off what they think proper. 
If the feafon fails, they exacl the fame fum, and to raife this they 
expofe to fale every thing the poor peafant poilefe. Happily his 
perfon remains free, for the Turks are ignorant of the refinement 
oi imprifoning for debt, when the man has no longer any property. 

Thefe opprefiions areconftant,, and to thefe is added a multitude 
of occafional extortions. Sometimes a whole village is laid under 
contribution for fome offence, real or imaginary. A prefent is de- 
manded on the accemon of each new governor ; a contribution of 
grafs is required for his horfes, and of ft raw and barley for his 
cavaliers, and all the fbldiers who pafs muft be provided for by the 
poor -peafants. The Villages tremble when a foldier appears, as 
they would at the approach of a robber. He enters as a conquer- 
or and commands' as a mailer; '* dogs, rabble," he cries, i6 bread, 
coffee, tobacco; I muft have barky, I mud have meat** If he cafts 
his eyes on poultry, he kills them, and at his departure, he adds 
inluk to tyranny, in vain do the peafants exclaim againii this in- 
jufticc ; the faber impofes filence 5 jufticc is remote and difficult of 
accefs ; nay complaints are even dangerous. 

What is the confequence of thefe depredations ? The poqrer 



clafs of inhabitants, ruined and unable to pay the tribute, forfrkc 
the villages and iiy to the cities* But the tribute- of the \illage 
cannot be diminished; the fum to. be levied xnuft be found; the 
burthen therefore falls with accumulated weight on the remaining 
inhabitants., and^ecomes infupportable* A two years drouth ruins 
the village, the inhabitants abandon it, and the tax it Ihouid have 
paid is levied on the neighboring lands* 

It is remarked that thefe exactions have made a- rapid .progrefs, 
during the laft 40 years, from which period the people date .the 
decline of agriculture, the depopulation of the country, and the 
diminution of the Sultans revenue,* 

The foliation of the peafants is wretched beyond defenption. 
They are everywhere reduced to a little cake of barley, onions, len- 
tils and water. In the mountains of Lebanon, 'they ufe. acorns for 
food s -after boiUng or. roafting. them- ob the aihes* 
, In conference of the snifery of the hufbmidman, and the preca- 
rious ftateqf his property, cultivation 19 ncglcclcd. The farmer's 
plow is frequently no more than the branch of a £ree, cut below a 
bifurcation. The country is filled by alTes and cows ; raa% by 
oxen* On the borders of Arabia, the- countryman, for fear of the 
wild Arabs, mull (ow with his mufket in his hand; and when Ins 
corn tarns yalta^-dtid hdfaxt It^th^, he 'draft- reap it and ; hide it 
hi fabtcrra'hean caverns/ In a word* th© induftry of tm country is 
litiiited to a fnpply of jraiaediate wants ; to procure a -little ' bread 
•and a few onions f ^wretched Woe ihift and a bit :of woollen .cioth* 
The pe&faat indeed lives in fear and ditaiV, but.it is a cbii&lation 
-that he, does not enrich his tyrants, and that the avarice of de'fpo- 
tifm inflicts its own punilhrnenu • , . 

The arts, fciences and commerce throughout the Tnrkifh empire 
have lhared. the fame fate as agriculture. The manufactures «f the 
people are confined to st few articles of doathing and arrad/ their 
leading extends only to the Koran, a few monkilh books and legen- 
dary tales, and their little commerce is in. the hands of Franks, 
G reeks and A f miniatis. Moil of the harbors on the coaft of Egypt . 
Syria, Afia Mmor, and the Greek lilands; are choaked* up with 
fand j the Levant is infefted with pirate's ; and the depopulation of 
fame of the moll fertile provinces of the Ottoman empire, exhibits 
the fatal eSbcls ths wide-vraftisig ps&ilential -power ■ of a fero- 
cious government. • 

Yet even in the dark and defoiate regions of tyranny, a fev; 
feathering rays of liberty arife and cheer the rnelancholy .prpfpect. 
On the barren mountains of Syria, between Lebanon and the val- 
ley of Bckaa, are the Maronitcs and Druzea, who have betn able 
to preferve themfelvfis from the iron rod of Ottoman power, on the 
eafy condition of paying a C /tall annual tribute to the neighboring 
Pachas. Here defended by their i&accefiible rocks and their va- 
krjr, they Ike unmolefted by tyrants; the inhabitants are reoitly 
freeholders 3 who enjoy the fruits of their labor and they have con- 



* See Volney'a Travels, YoL 2. Ch, 37. 
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verted their barren hills into produ&tve vineyards.!' To th.uk 
may . be added the inhabitants of a -little Hand, called Cafos on the 
co^ll of Natolia 3 not mom than three - leagues In .circumference* 
whole poverty and inace&ilibiliey with, the privateers of Malta have 
ftrured to thcrci their freedom and Independence,, In thefc Httle 
{pots of earth, which haveefcaped the devouring and ..debaftug i»* 
ihienceof defpotilm, the traveller -finds among the inhabitants mo{ . 
of the noble qualities of primitive man. Brave, honeft, acUve, hu- 
mane* affable, faithful, hofpitahle and induftrious ; Such are the 
inhabitants of the fro all diftricls which, have retained: their freedom 
and property*' amidir the cruelties* the war Sythe .-Su-Smlis andthxi 
dev&ftations of the Mahometan ertapirg.j - 

From a view of the deplorable ftasse of men '-under the Jurkiih. 
government, let us call our eyes on Italy, once the {eat of thfc 
greateft empire on earth. Here indeed the peafantry are Ms 
wretched ; but as all the lands belong to the nobility 9 the clergy 
^dthftjeon vents* and the laboring .poor receive Httle beaefu fiora 
their indu&ty, agriculture knguifhes., and the 'fineft country ori 
earth is covered with idlers and vagabonds, Here fuperiiidoa 
creils her throne, and numberkfs fontaitic ceremonies fetve to ahrtife 
a biggotted populace. Th£ loitering fons of want, ragged and poor, 
fpend their time in counting their beads, boding to proeeiions^ 
chanting ie jfemih or gaping at the liquefaSion, of St, januarius's 
blool £ad':Othet' tricks m prMcraft \ -thsa^lrolitngi-away to'fome 
convent \ they beg a Htt'ic portion of food _» aiidibsctoehalfinfenft« 
hie to th&'mifery of theif ■ co?yitidn«§ Sicily,, "that luxuriant fpot 
ofd-axth \vhkh ' : onc€ poured ' forth corn enough to Feed : Rom& when 
miii|efsof the world, now iies ; li?.' r ^dtivated under, thfe oppreflives 
refjrt^Ott&- of ^ tyrannical "polk.- ? efpotifm, blind and head-' 
ftroftg, ofte"n commits fuicidev ily, where, with ordinary 

cultivation, a ilngle bar veil will ftu.....iii wheat enough for. a feven 
years- fubftffehes-of its inhabitants,- the exportation of -that article- is-- 
prohibited to all - who cannot pay &n exorbitant price for the privi* 
lege.- The ■coti&quenoe h iHevitable^-the hufbattdman gathers 
with a' heavy heart, his abundant liar veil, with aproipeciof lofing a 
grcar part of hk labor ; and Sicily is impoven.lhed in the niidli of 
plenty. |( ■ ' ^ 

■ f'i&m ihk delightful regkfci, where nature has bellowed, her- irich- 
eft charms only to be rifled' by the rough hand of defpotifm-, let us 
advance and climb- the Alps, "Where deep vales and woods, Stagnant 
lakes, barren rocks, and towering elilis exalting their fuow encircled 
tops above the clouds, 'checker the face of nature's works,. Here 
the political project chahges, and to the ft&tefman, - prefects a fcene 

i VoHieys travels, vol. 2. chap. 2-4. X Suvary's Letters cn Grt.cc. p. *tq, 
S Mosjre's view of focictv am? manners in Italy- Letter. 73 and 59. 
There are 30,000 bzsaroni in Naples, ivho have, no boufes or property. 
. They uccp under porticos, prizes, or any other flicker. 

jj Brydoh's Tour. vol. 2. p. 4a. 18'/. The Duke of Lerma, rninifUr of 
™ilip 3 King of Spain, drew from Sicily, in v/iicas only, antma! value of 
7^ooo ducats. Watfen'a Philip 3. 443- 



as enchanting, as it is/fublime anft magnificent. This is the region 
of freedom. Mere the : honeft hardy Swifs plants and prunes his. 
'vines — .feeds fiis flock or whi files along the furrow, peaceable and 
fecure. Here no lordly mailer, no grinding Reward or overfeer* 
no Turkifh, foldier- or Facha* with his drawn faber, demands the 
hard earned fruits of the peafants . labor. The farmer, lord of his 
own foil, plants '.his' corn with -checrftdnefs and contentment, becaufc 
the produce will be. his own. Here cold morailes and barren hills 
are converted into productive fields by the pkftic power of indnf- 
try. The mountains covered with herds of cattle or clothed with 
i«sufiar»t--- ; vkics, v^he-vsU&p*- -checkered with fields of grain, and 
fprinklcd with well built Tillages, all announce the ea(e, fecmity 
and independence cf the inhabitants* and proclaim to the world that 
the 'Swifs are/iwh • ..-v\ : ,.; 

Cafting our eyes on Spain, we fee a country go\ r €rned .b^ monks, 
fryars and tyrants genius cramped^! and the freedom of opinions 
jeftraincd by an mquifiiorial jealoufy ; commerce monopolized or 
lhackled by the fovercign ; a fertile kingdom depopulated by civil 
and religious oppreilion, and beggared by the very poffeliion of 
half the gold and fiiver of the urorld.j r 

. Proceeding , to Prance, we behold the moft Interefiing Ypectacle 
ever exhibited on the theater of .this earth ; a great and enlightened 
people itfUggHttg^ nokojaly to break down the feudal and , hierar* 
ehai fyitems W deTpotifmvbut exterminate their very pirlnclpies* 
remove the gotfiicrabbifh-from Jtheirextenfive territory, and pre- 
pare theffcil for the more generous plant of liberty Before the late 
revolution;, the rigor of the. feudal tenures in France, was confidera- 
biy relaxed | the' peafan try. had rlfen to the rank of Metay- 
ers, or Coloni Partiarii ; the proprietors of the land .-.furnifh* 
ingthe feed, the utenfils and the whole ilock of the farm, and the 
produce being equally divided between the proprietor and the cul- 
tivator. Farmers of this kind have a much greater in cere B: in their 
own labor than , ftav.es, they are freemen and can acquire, property. 
But their intereiHs not fnfScient to encourage agricultural improve- 
ment. The payment of tithe or a unth of the produce is found in 
Europe ita be a great hindrance to the-p rogrefs ofagriculture ; a tax 
ef one half the produce muft therefare be an effectual bar to it. It 
is. the. intereft of the farmer to make the land produce as i^ich as 
poifsble, by means of theftock furnifhedby the proprietor ; but nev- 
er to encreafe that &ock by the favings out of his own (hare of the 
produce,, It is Mil more his-intcreft to ufe the landlords cattle in 
other- bufinefs* It was obferved .in France before the revolution, 
that the matayers took every opportunity of employing the propria 
ctors cattle in carriage, rather than in cultivation ; becaufe the pro- 
fits of tranfportation we re nil their own, whereas the produce of the 
land was divided equally between themfelves and the proprietor,^ 

+ See Coxe's SwitzctlEan/L paffim. % Bourgoanne's prefer.!; Stetc 
Spaiii. vol. .p* 2,53' J 5~r 276. 
% Smith* t weahh of nations book 3. ch, 2. 



France however, by means other peculiar faiilUy of foil, Salu- 
brity or climate, and -m^ay excellent' inllitutkms and focicties, to- 
gether with the meliorated condition of her peafantry, was, before 
the revolution, advanced far beyond 'Spain, and many parts of Ger- 
many, in agiicuttucat improvement, aa well as in fcience. What 
effect the revolution will have upon the progrefs of improvement, 
we may predict with a good degree of certainty.. By the feguef- 
tration of the royai demains, and the immenfe peffeffions belonging 
to the regular and iecular clergy, together with the forlfi ted efiates 
of the temporal nobility, who havedeferted their country, an~almoft 
total change of property has taken place ; arid throughout that vaft 
Republic, millions of independent freeholders will arife, who, pof- 
feffing the whole eft ate or intereft in the lands they cultivate, will 
have every poflible motive for introducing . the higheft {tateof im- 
provement, It is reported that already the revolution has given a 
jaew fpring-- to national induftry.*' But more time and more liable 
government are neceflaiy to produce any effential alteration in the 
lace of ; that country. At all events 5 feme great changes, agricul- 
tural and commercial as well as political, will follow t.he revolution 5 
and France has now an opportunity of making a -rfiftmguiihed and 
glorious experiment in favor of national indnltry and public happi- 
nefs. Let us then drop a tear over the calamities- that attend the 
French revolution , calamities infeperable from fetch great changes 
and. events--; let candor findfbme apology for the riots and outrages 
of a licentious populace, in the treachery and perjuries of their per« 
fidious do'meftic £oes ; ; let reafon fmile at the profpeft of peace j m 
that new born republic, when a freely -defied houfe of -reprefenta- 
tives mall collect the juft wimes of 25,000,000 of freemen 3 when 
an elective fenate, diftinguifhed from the commons only by the- 
venerable age and experience of its members, mall check the ardor 
and precipitance of a popular affembiy and give liability to their 
legiflative proceedings ; and when an energetic executive fhall be 
conftituted by the unbiased fuifrages of enlightened citizens, armed 
with the whole povver of the nation to enforce the refolutions of the 
legidature* 

From a profpe£l fo Hattenng^ let 11s turn our eyes upon Great 
Britain, where a brave people have purchafed ? with their blood, 
and defended with firmnefs, a larger portion of freedom and a 
more excellent eomliiuikm -of government than have been enjoyed 
by any - of the great nations of Europe, Here we fee the glorious 
cffe&s of liberty, of liked laws and fecure property. Here^is a jfuh- 
ftantial body of freeholders, the ftrength and foul of a nation ; here 
numerous rkanufaelories employ fuperfluous hands, feed the poor 
and convert every fpecies of raw materials into gold ; here arts and 
fcience, patronized and -riouriihed, exalt the human mind and add 
national fame to national wealth ; while fleets- and navies protect 
her iea-furrounded dominions, and waft her productions round the 
globe, ^ ~~— — — ■ — • 

% '•• Before the revolution, agriculture in France was lefs produ&ive than in 
£ng!acdj in the proportion of 3 to §. 



toy. Some great eftates. wkicrh have continued unbroken from 
the tames of feudal anarchy,* <-ue not yet caluvated to the de- 
gree ofc which they are fufceptible ; many cities ami boroughs hp!4 
chartered rights and exclufi yc f ftyikiges repugnant to the fpirk of 
die conftitution and deftruclive c£ national profperky 5 while? the 
kws of the kingdom, with an intoler,»:it fpirit, which is the fcQurge 
of frcedorn, profcrlbeVlfQni the" rights of fbciety, ^ertam'denorqhia. 
lions of fuhjecls, for maintaining opiakms which r»o b^man tribu- 
nal can control, and which are *is hanrdefs in government 3$ the 
dreams of the night/ 

WHhing long peace and profperky to oar parent Ifote* and a quiet 
lepeai of her antichriftian intolerant kws v k"X P return to out na- 
tive count ry 9 and with tranquil ie%ht, contemplate that happy 
portion of freedom and that rations ^oycrnraent allotted to the 
United States of America* Here the mind of i^m* as free as the 
air he breathes, may exert jail m energy, and by expanding its pow* 
ers to diftaat and various abjefU, its faculties jnay be enlarged to a 
degree hitherto unknown, fere the equalising ge^.us of the laws 
diftnbutes property to every dttei ; here all religious opinions m 
eqealiy harmkfs and render men equally good fabjecl^becaiife there 
are no laws to oppofe and control them ; here no tithes, no rack 
rents, no lordly exa&fons of gratuities and fines for alienation, no 
arbitrary irapo&tkms of taxes, harrafs the cultivator of the foil and 
repefs his exertions. Here no beggarly rnonka ^nd fryws* no 
princely eccMaliies with their annual income of millions, no Idle 
court^pen&oners and titled mendicants, nofpies to watch, and betray 
the unfufpccling citizen, no tyrant with his train of hounds, baf- 
tardsand miftreifes, thofe vultures of governments prey upon the 
poor peafant and exhauft the public treafpry of the nation* Here 
no commercial or corporarion monopolies give exclusive advantages 
to favored individuals, and extinguish the ardor of national enter- 
prise ; no fkcramcntal tell bats the confeientioos fe&ary from places 
iof truft and emolument, or tempts him to d!$m«lation and jjerjury ; 
here no monalteries s convents and nunneries , the retreats, of idlejnef? 
and thermrferks of fupcrMtkm and debauchery ; no monkifb prin- 
ciples of eelibacy; noxlaiiy ceremonies of proceffions, and mqek- 
mi racks divert the minds of men from, the occupations of induftry, 

employment, and the rend is open for the pooreit citizen to amafs 
wealth by labor and economy, a&d by his talents and virtue to raife 
himfelf to the higheft offices of State. Here the laws provide for 
the poor, whom age or infirmity has deprived of the power of ob- 
taining fubiiftence, and beggary is bsnifhed from our doors.f ^ ere 

* Smith's Wealth of Xstfons, Book 3. Ch.s. 
. % Thi$ is almoin literally true in this State ; and as it s-efpeft* the natives 
of the United States, it is true in moft of the other States. The laws of Con- 
pe&icut,dblig« every town to fupport its own poor. If any man is ever m<~ 
trdled with want, he can cail upon the tov/u for and demand fupport. 
Bat the poor are not nunicrous. 
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ih&children' of die pboreft citizen have needs to fences, at the pub- 
He'^'xpenfe ; the dlahliChment of numerous paritri or other private, 
libraries, with the umverfal circulation , of newfpapers, pamphlets 
and magazines has dilfufed a competent knowledge of religion, arts 
and government among the fubifcantial inhabitatits ; whale acade- 
mies and universities, well endowed and fumtfhed' with able pro« 
fefito,jiosjrlih references and. .prepare our youth for the pulpit, 
the bar and the cabinet.* Here population has exceeded all Euro- 
pean: calculations ; already has the active genius of America begun 
manufacturing ellabiifhments ; already do her {hips- traverfe the 
globe, and collect wealth on the ocean and the iilands, from the 
Straits of Magellan to the inhofpitable regions of Kamchatska ; 
and in the ihort period of 170 years, fince our anceftors landed on 
thefe (botes* a tracklefs wildernefs, inhabited only by favages and 
wild 'bea(h,is converted into fruitful fields and mea&ows,moie high- 
ly cultivated than one half of Europe. 

But while we indulge the pleafure of viewing this animating prof- 
peel:, let m not forget that of 4,00.0,060 of Inhabitants in the Uni- 
ted States, almoit 700,000 are Haves ; a cirevmitance which' can- 
not fail to allay the joy* that the profpetous %te of the country- 
would otherwife infpire in every patriotic bofom* Dete$ablewas 
the policy which firft introduced tnefradice of cukivats*^|^lta~ 
tioii* by ilaves ; and both in a political and mora! veiw/ deplora- 
ble are the confequences of that policy ! — " :; f 

But jStice the evil reaKf exiis, it becomes a queftio^of inBijite 
magnitude, what effectual remedy can be applied, confident with 
that regard to private property and' public fafetyand honor, which 
ought ever to direct our national councils. 

That freedom is the facred right- of .every rsan whatever be Iiiat 
color $ who has not forfeited it by fome violation of municipal law, 
is a truth eftablifhed by God himfdf in the veiy creation of 
human beings. No time, no circumitances, no human power 
or policy can change the nature of this^uth, neyr repeal the funda- 
mental laws of fociety by which every man's right to liberty" 
is guaranteed* The fkft act therefore of en Having -men is always 
a violation of thofe great primary laws of fociety, by which alone 
the mailer himfdf holds every particle of his own freedom. 

But are there not cafes when' it is necetoy to make a diftin&ion 
between ahfiraSi right and political expedience f Is it not-true that 
political expedience* properly underftood, is the foundation • Of al! 
public right and jiiftke ? The African Have trade originated when 
political and facial rights were not generally underftood, and when, 
the few philofophers who underftood and attem^d to defend them 
could make a very feeble refinance to the fuggeftioiio of private av- 
arice and the lyranieal policy of nations.^ Under fuch ciccum- 

* The univcrfal diffudon of knowledge among the common people is fount! 
only in the eallern States. 

+ I have heard elderly people remark, that ia the early pa?c of their lives, 
it never once occurred to them tfratit was unjuft and iniquitous to ea&tvs 
Africans . It 1% within a few years cniy that the queftioa has bsca generally 
•iiicnffcdr 
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fiances, the buftnefs was begun a*ui continued, about .40 vpirs 
ago when, thefociety.'of Quaker;;, under the a u {pices of -the berifvro- 
Icnt .Anthony Beneset, »rcoionftrated againffc the %uneful traffic. 
From, that period powerful dp&rts have been raade by numerous fo~ 
«^ietie^;a8''-welias individuals/ to procure the emancipation of thofc 
already reduced to Havery, .and to put' a (top to further /importa- 
' dons from' Xfrica, Thefe efforts have been attended with .great 
fuecefs, , In fome of the northern -Hates of America'; -all „ the flaves 
have been fet -free by constitutional declarations ., of rights ; in 
^moft all of -them provision has been made by law to introduce 
a gradual abolition of the exifting ilavery, and the further impor- 
tation ; is ftri&ly prohibited.-' At the fame time -we m%y remark 
that by a late act of the Britifh Parliament, t'ue Have trade is to 
ceafe in the )rear 1 796 j and the revolution in France has already- 
produced very important, changes in that trade and in the condi- 
tion, of the flaves m fome of the French Mauds* What will be the 
final refult -of theft meafures and events in the Well Indies, no 
tmn can predict with any degree of afiurance* 

With refpeel to the .United States of America, no great diHi- 
cultiei Qt inconvenience^ occur in gradually abolifhing ilavery in 
all the States north of Delaware. In the 8 States north &ndeaft of 
Delaware^ the number of Haves is comparatively fmali ; being to 
the free inhabitants in the proportion of only sme : io forty four; but 
111 the fax Southern States, where the! flaves snake nearly one third of 
the inhabitants,,, the ni tration oxthesn Is a jaaatter 61 very fetiQus 
confequencci " 

1 ogive freedom at once toalmoft 700,000 Haves* would iwaues 
perhaps 20,000, white families to beggary- It would -inipoveriih 
the country fouth of .Penfylvania all cultivation '.would : probably 
ceafe, for a time 1 n famine would enfue 1 and thterc would be ex- 
tjamc • danger of infurre&ions which might ' deluge the country 
in blood and perhaps depopulate it. Such calamities would be de- 
precated by every benevolent man and good., citizen ; and that zeal, 
which fome'perfons difcover to effect a total fudden abolition of 11a- 
" very in the United States, appears to 'be very intemperate. ■ Indeed 
it is a seal which 'counteracts, its own purpofes 5 for a fudden eman- 
• cipation of feeh a number of Haves, inftead of bettering their' condi- 
tion would render it worfc, and Inevitably expofe.them to perilh 
with cold and faniin* Whatever have been the means and howev- 
er irnjuitifiabk the policy by which Havfiry has been introduced 
an<3 encouraged* theevil has taken fuch deep root, and is fo wide- 

Of 40. 384 Slaves in fthe : St3tes north of Delaware, 325777 are hi New* 
York and Ncw-Jerfcy % the flaves 'in 'Pcnfylvama Vermont and the four 
New-Knghnc States' amounting only to' 7607. Thcproportio'n of flaves to 
irec inhabitants is, 

In the Slates fouth of Pcnfyhrsma as 'a to 2% 

In the Scutes north of Delaware -as t to 44$ 

3a New- York and Ncw-Jerfcy. '• sin * to *5 

In %hc 4 New-England States?' "with Vermont mi Fenfrivania as 1 to *G« 
swarly, ' k 



iy f. prcau hi ;hc fouthevn Stales, that an attempt to € ridicule % at 
a migk blow would ujcpofe the whole- political 1 'body to ilUFoki- 
tioa.* In thefe ideas I {hall probably be feconded- by a grea? pro* 
Dordon of thinking- men throwa»iont the United- States. 

It has been fuggeited that' the country- may gradually ''b^deUvercd 
from its black inhabitants by tranfporting a certain number of them' 
to Africa every year., furnished with the neceffary means offubiftft- 
encc. A fettlement of this kind has -been: already begun by a colo- 
ny from. Great-Britain, under the fuperintendance of Mr." Clarkfon. 
Indeed if colonial eftablimmcnts of this kind conkl be ef&lted), 
without great injury to the United' States, humanity and -phtlo'fo-. 
phr would exult atthe profpeel of feeing the arts of civilized na- 
tions introduced into the heart of Africa* But the practicability 
of this plan of colonisation feeras to be yet problematical. I t feems 
not yet decided by the experiments made; whether fell colonies 
would not dwindle awvy by difeafo, and be perpetually e-xpofed to 
the hoMlity of the fnttounding natives. Indeed, it may fce< aa im- 
portant queft-ion , whether even well civilized blacks placed in the 
torrid gone* where little labor h t&qnlkW' to< procure their* neeeffary 
food and clothing,, would not negleel alt' arts and labori beyond 
what are neceifary to;€*i§>ply- immedmte-w 1 ^!^, &&d : gf&d&aUjr revert-v 
back to a favage too. How faf a comtoefoial inter<H^fe with 
fueli colonies by? esdtittg. a * <$e ; MxMl& m& the love ^.wisMlth'-.. 
and l^ndo^ wtoKt t£nd to^prefefe theb habits of Mu§ff attd* 
prompt' them to : encourage arts ■ and m^n&clures, we have perhaps- 
no certain data from which; we can draw even - ' a- probabkconclufion^ 
-But other objections oppofe thtmfeives to the- proje&of- African 
coionkatibn. . Who -h to pay 'the expenfe? The mate will -think 
tfrelofs of his Haves a facrifke on- his part fulHciently great, with- 
out furniihing. them with food, utenfiis, and {hipping*- for- their 
transportation ; and the Haves are not able to furnilh- dtehifel'ves ' 
with thefe articles. -The funds therfore-raufir be railed by private 
fttbfcriptkms, or fitpplied' by government '$ and thefe refourees* 
cannot be relied on in the prefent ft ate of America. Befkies it h 
not certain that the Haves themfelves would be willing to r-Ilk fuch 
a change of fituauon ;°as moil of them are born in this country" 
and 'are ---total Grangers to Africa and its inhabitants. • : M this cafe, 
to compel them to quit the country, and encounter the dangers of 
the fea, an infalubrious climate and the hoftile tribes of Africa ; 
together with the rilk of ftarving, would be a flagrant. a& of injuf- 
t.lce, inferior only to the firfl ad of enflaving. their anceftors. 

The objection that the tmheakhinefs of the climate renders it Ira- 
poffible for whites to '■.cultivate rice and' indigo plantations, and 
therefore it is ncccflary 'to perform this bufmefs 'by blacks, teems to 
5 e of little weight ; or at lea'ft, it cannot be of permanent duration, 
■ x is commonly fuppofed that the infalubrity of the air in the fou- 
thern Hates, arifes iri great meafurc, from the Sagnantwatets- which 
cover the- rice and indigo plantations. • f l Isefe waters indeed iner'eafe 

"Hofi minus eft 'probanda Medkina qii«c fanaret vitiofas partes Rdpubltc^ 
<H»m<itt;e exfecaret. Ckero Emft. 



the evil ; but the principal caufc is a much w*xc exierdrvc oiie ; 
line bree marfhes and vai£ tracts of uncleared latw In the flat coun~ 
try.' Marlhes and stagnant waters, in which *egetabss-ibbitances 
putrify and diflblvc,- produce peitilential exhalations ; and when a 
country is moitly coyercd with forefts, the air.itfelf becomes ftag- 
iiant and does not carry off the noxious effluvia generated in low 
grounds. It is with the air as with water ; its purity depends on 
its motion. To render any Hat country healthy., it rnuft be clear- 
ed of its forefts, and laid open on all fides to the a&ib'nof the wind. 
It is not fufficient to o'pea here and there a plantations and leave 
four fifths of the earth covered with wood, Befides the 'advantage 
of giving motion to the air oh an extended plain, the clearing and 
cultivation of the earth lays it open tci the fun, whofe heat warms 
and dries the furface, and by removing the moifture* prevents the 
generation of noxious exhalations* Thus whenever moft of the 
land an the fouthem Rates (hall be cleared, the principal caufe 
of epidemic .difsafes 'will be deftroyed ; and the free circulation of 
air near the furfaee of the earth will render the putrid exhalations 
from, the- plantations and njarlh ground which cannot he drained, 
much lefs fatal. The New- England States, ftxty years ago, were 
Infeiled with the fame annual fevers, whicli how prove fo trouble - 
fome to the fouthem ftates ; but by the clearing and cultivation, of 
the earthjthofc difeaies no longer prevail. The rice 6elds in Italy and 
Spain;are all-cultivated by white people, and tho they render the air; 
about them lefs falubrious than it is in other .parts of the country, 
yet it is not fo fatal to the health of the peopie,as to-difcourage the 
culture of that uieiul 'grain«i- '". 

There is therefore 'no '..cjueiHon that a general, and high ftate of 
cultivatioii'willj to a greatdegrec, correal the infaiuhnty of • the 
low fiat country in. the fouthem . States, fo as to render it cultivable 
with white laborers ; ex-e-cpt -perhaps in the vicinity; of fuch falt^ 
marines as cannot be, drained. But the obftacles . that prefent them- 
feives to the project of colonization \ and to that of a general judden 
isboiithn of flavery, appear to lie equally infunnountable* The 
blacks in the fouthem States muft , it is prefumed 9 continue there, 
for a great number of years, perhaps forever ; government at lead 
will not. undertake the herculean talk of exporting them to a foreign 
country, and repeopling five or fix 'States with white inhabitants.^ 

J r Sec IJourgoarmc's travels, vol. 2. 

* The proie& of exporting all the 'blacks in the United States, would, if 
pra&icahlc. "be attended wki? many dcfircable effects. The reparation of the 
■whites fro ^ all mixture of colour, would remove thcxatofesofmuch jealoufy 
sind di{fent.io«,' which will other wife prevails among the whites 'and blacks. 
But fhould colonization ever be attempted f th'e exportation of the (laves from 
the fouthem States mail be flaw sri*? gradual, to prevent the itnpoverifhment 
of the country. The fudden expuluon of 700,000 rricrefcocs from Spain, 
in the riegaof Philip ,3,. gave a blow to the 'agriculture aftd manutaclurcs of 
that kingdom, which the efforts of almoff.two cen'.tines have fcarccly repair- 
ed. Wat, Phil. 3. 44.2 Many of the \v-clthiell people m Spain were, reduced 
to poverty and diilreis ! — Perhaps a more eligible febeinc v/ould be to aflign 
*he blacks a, portion of tend in the United States, and remove them all thither 
"by ilov/ degrees, farciffcing; them wish means 01 cultivation. 



'What then can be do*: $ ? "What n^thpd can be devx&d for me- 
liorating the condition of the blacks, ' without fiferitjaiiy injuring 
the Have, the matter ancj:*h« public. This is' the great deftdera- 
ium. There appears to me, only one plan .or expedient for ejecting 
this deferable objeft, which, in its operation, will combing the three 
feyexal interefts which are to; be confulred |- this is, to ■■raifc the 
flaves, by gradual means, to the condition of free tenants* 

Indeed if we judge from the fate of villaaage in many parts of 
Europe, it is no- iUfoundedpredidipn, that flayery in this country 
will be utterly extirpated in the courfe of two centuries, perhaps 
in a much Ihorter period, without, ray extraordinary efforts to abbl- 
ifti.it.;" The negroes in the .fouthern States are very nearly in the 
Situation of the villains in England under the ■firft princes of the 
Norman line* They enjoy certain privileges , fuch as that of cul~ 
tivating a fpot of earth for themfetyes s ' on a certain day of the 
week, or that ofper forming a certain talk every day. To thefe 
privileges they adhere with pertinacious ohMnacy. No power or 
perfuafion can prevail on a negro to plant or dig, in one day, more 
than a quarter of an acre of Ian% nor to labor for his mailer oa a 
day which he has been accuftomed to coniider as his own time. 
The Haves will, therefore relinqutth no privilege ; but it is fcarceiy 
poflible to prevent them from gradually acquiring new privileges, 
which they will Mnmediately challenge as rights, and thus by de- 
grees abridge their matters authority over them." , The humanity 
offome maiters, the weaknefs or the policy of others will continue 
ally, be multiplying and enlarging the- privileges of their flaves, til! 
multitudes of them, acquire fome property* hy which they will be 
able to purchafemore ample exemptions from their matters autho- 
rity » and finally to obtain their freedom* In this ' manner/ and, by 
various other means, the ancient villains of England obtained their 
freedom* and long before the abolition of military tenures under 
Charles 2, there were very few villains left in the nation.*- By 
fuch means, the ilaves In thefe States would unqueftionably- rife to 
the enjoyment of freedom, without any legillative provifion for 
the purpofe. But this, progrefs would be too flow to fatisfy the 
friends of humanity, in this enlightened period of the world ; too 
flow for the fpirk of our governments, and too flow for our public 
profperky. It is therefore highly necetoy that public roeafures 
and private focieties ihouid lend their aid to accelerate the progrefs 
of freedom, and with all convenient fpeed, banilh the galling chains 
of bondage from the mores of our Republic. , 

To the plan of railing the flaves to the condition of free tenants., 
many objections maybe vaifed ; but perhaps none of them will de- 
fer ve an anfwer, except this; that if the liaves are fet at liberty, 
even with the offer of farms on a fmall rent, they will' not labor 
but will become vagabonds and ftarve, or betake themfelves ■ to 
pilfering, and be a Tcourge to the country. This objection has 
weight., and as it refpecls a mal and j htddat emancipation, it appears 

* Black, Com. Vol* 2 f 96, SuUivan^Lc&are 25. ! 



to me in! operable .. Buf- I cannot believe all thcflavcn in ■ tins 
country are to dull: that motives of interdt will make m inipreilion 
on their minds, or that they are fo. unprincipled and ungrateful, 
that if fet at liberty, '■• they would turn their hands againft their 
rafters, and devote themfeives to an idle life and . to ftealutg* 
Some among: them might be found, who, if their mailers would give 
t|\em farm? on a moderate rent,and their liberty* on. condition of their 
being good tenants, would be prompted to-induftry, and. trxercife the 
virtue&qf honefty, and frugality. Every planter might? fiiid,amonghis- 
flares,, a few perhaps of the young men, whole habits are not firm- 
ly riveted* on whom the firlfc experiments might be 'made. Once 
infpire them with a love of "property 3 let. them go to market for 
t-hem^lves, aecuftom themfeives to make bargains, and begin to 
fuTmih,then//felveS''Witk clothes and food above their ordinary fare, 
and to build for themfeives convenient houfes, and their want, 
continually ,7 multiplying will beget habits , of induftry and economy* 
To .proppt-^.ilave tc exertion, his,.de£rea muft -be. inflamed/ like 
thofe ofoth^r. men, with ' a profpect of '.. enjoyments, above thofe ' 
of a .Have; — : !k mull be- 'idfpired wjUh emulation j and to fuppofe- 
the negroes in America to be naturally deftitute of fuch defires, is 
contrary to . hi&orical facia., and ail the known principles of the 
huiftan cOnftkutkm. 

If a- few %ves could- be found 'on. whom fuecefsml experiments- 1 ., 
might be ; made, the talk would be halt-accomplimed ; as example 
would. ' have a -powerful effect in exciting, a fpirii of emulation* 
But to stive fuccefs* to anv efforts for this .purpofe, the Haves muitbg* 
abided with' the; faperintending care and direction of their mafters-' 
or oVerfeers., as well as with the Hock and utenfus neceffary for' 
their farms. To put a. man: upon a farm^-who has never had any 
will of his own, and-, whole faculties, fubjeclt to perpetual compul- 
fion, have never had an -opportunity -to unfold and exert themfeives, 
is like Ending children into the world to feek. their living ■; and' 
to give him land to work, on, without (lock or.inftruments of hus- 
bandry, would aiFord a very unpronrifing profpect of fuccefs. 

But the fir ft eifays would be few and on a fmall fcale,. fo that the 
proprietor need not be terriiiod at the expenfe, and after the firfl 
difficulties mould be overcome, the tenants would be able to furniih 
themfeives with the/-r.ecefiary means of managing their farms, and 
the profits would amply repay the proprietor, ' 

H is to be wiihed that fomc patriotic and humane gentlemen in 
. the Touthem States would make effectual experiments, upon their 
Haves, to determine how far a project of this kind will anfwer the 
double purpofe of giving freedom to a miferable race of m?n, with- 
out injuring their owners and obflructiag the cultivation of the 
cour/ y* Nc ci/brts of this kind have yet been made in America ;* 
fo ti ..i out planters have not to encounter the difcouragements ari- 

* I am informed hy !:• tyvcry satdH-;.nt and refpe&ftble gentlemen, the 
Hon. David Ram fay Ef<j. of South-CuvoHna, and, th'j lion, ' James Maddi* 
fon ¥J'q, of Virginia, that there arc no inficr---- of F' : * iters \r--Tmg landt*Q 
their manumitted blacks in th<* States where i ' .y Iivc» or umw aafc defove 
She name of experiments. 



•fmg -from a failure of their own experiments*-; and th'cfuGcefs of 
fimilar attempts In Europe affords good ground of encouragement. 

A. '-glorious experiment of this kind has-been made by Zumoi&i,. 
formerly -great Chancellor of Poland* who in the year 1760, en- 
franchiied the peafants of 6 villages, in the palatinate of Ivkfo- 
via. The fuecefs defer ves to be particularly mentioned,, as the pre- 
cedent Is Important, and ferves to confirm the principles here ad- 
vanced* that flavery is pernicious to the morals, as well as to the 
induilry and population -of a country* On infpe&ing theparifh. 
regifters of there villages., it appeared, that for tm years immediate- 
ly preceding their enfranchifement, the births amounted to 43 each 
year on an average-';' but in the £ril ten years of tfteir freedom, 
the births on an average, were 62 for each yeajb and in the fever* 
following years they ayeraged 77. During the': -fame period of 17' 
years, the income of this particular eftate was tripled. . 

While the peafants were in a ftare ok vajTalage, Zamoifki w'aa 
obliged to- build cottages and barns for diem, and l-*yrnifli- them with 
feed, Hock and implements of hafbanclry* BufSfee they have ac- 
quired their freedom,*, they are able to provide all thefe ncceliarks 
for themfclves, and pay an annual rent to the proprietor, in lieu of 
the pcrfonal ferviee which was formerly exacted. 

In point of morals, the improvement of the peafaMs is equally re- 
markable* While they were (laves* they were .frequently guilty of 
grbfs erimes > and fometiraes in a fit of drunkennefe, would murder 
-travellers* For fuc'h diforders their roafter was obliged to pay a -fine, 
called in the poHlh. law* pro mmitmeniia /ubditorum. Since, their 
emancipation fuch diforders have almoft entirely ccafed* 

Upon iigning the deed of enfranchrfement, the benevolent Za~ 
moifki expreflkd to the peafants fome apprehenfions, that encour- 
raged by their freedom, they would fall into every fpecious of licen-* 
tioufneis, and commit more diforders than when they were under 
the restraints of a mailer's authority. The good feivfe of their an- 
fwer is worthy of particular notice ; it was to this effect • * s When 
we had no other property than the Sick which we hold in oar 
hands, we had no encouragement to 'a right conduct ; and hav- 
ing nothing to lofcj-wea&ed on all occafions in an inconfiderue 
manner % but asfoonas our boufes, our lands, and our cattle- be- 
come our own. tfee fear of forfeiting them will be a comtant re- 
foam t upon our actions/* The event has manifested the fincerity 
of thefe declarations, and the truth of the principles they contain. 
It has iilenced the ill founded furmifes of the Polifh nobles, who 
rcprcfented their vaiTals as too ungovernable to make a good ufe of, 
their freedom « 

Zamoiflci, pleafed with the thriving (iate of his free tenants, has 
enfranchifed the peafants on all his eitates ; a : id his example . has 
»scn imitated by other noblemen with fimilar fuecefs. Prince 
Stanislaus, nephew to the King of Poland, whofe mind lias been im- 
proved byarefideneem England, warmly patronizes the plan of giving 
Hucity to the peafants . lie has enfranchifed four villages near War- 
58w > and con.defends to direct and aM the psafaxHs* He is fcnfible 
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that 'Hawy bemims the faculties of the mind, and renders men unfit 
to plan and direct the cultivation, of a lam. He therefore vlftts 
their cottages, fuggefts improvements in husbandry 9 iniiru&s them lu 
the mode of rearing cattle and bees, and points out the errors into 
which they arc betrayed by their ignorance and incapacity. The en- 
creating population, and value, and the improved agriculture of the 
enfraachifed villages, the fuperfor r^atuefs ..and convenience <of the 
cottages, and the. eafe, contentmiint- and. more orderly lives of the 
peafan.ts, mark moil, ftrikingiy the different, effects of flavery and 
freedom, and prove beyond cavil or coutroverfy that the freedom of 
the.laborer is .as _ advantagous to the proprietor ef the farm,a& it is be- 
niftcial to- the peafaat and his country A 

Why ihould no| fuch illuiuious examples of the happy effects of 
liberty upon dorae&ic and rural economy find imitators in Ame- 
rica ? Will American planters ftili object to fuch a liberal policy, 
the dullnefs of the faculties and the inferiority of the nature, of 
their Haves I "Will they forever be the dupes of vifionary theories 
and a iuperficial philofophy ? Is there no Zamoifkn no Stanislaus 
in the fouthem departments of our free RepubEc^who will hazard 
one effectual experiment ? Or have falfe pride, deep-rooted preju- 
dices > contempt of the. African race and unconquerable indolence, 
fuch influence over the salad of our planters, that they will make 
no efforts to raife, from their degraded condition, the fervile herd 
of animals, who, in the (hape of men, toil like beafts of burthen, 
to pamper the vices of their m afters, and who have as few motives 
to labor and as little concern for their proprie tors interefl or hap- 
pinefe, as M the horfe that draws his or bears his faddle I Let 
Americans remember that in Fohndrnd Rufiia it is vet generally 
believed that their 'peafants are incapable of obtaining any folid 
.advantages from freedom ; and thai to lately as the year 1766, the 
economical fociety of Petedhurgh, at the requeil of fome unknown 
perfon 9 ,who made them a prefent of money for the purpofe, offered 
a large premium, to the author of the heft Dilfcrtation on this 
queftion ; 6< Whether it is moil advantageous to the State that the 
peafant mould poiTefs land or only perform! effects* and to what 
point {hould that property be extended for the good of the pub- 
He,' 7 " To a citizen of America, it feems ftrange and even aftan- 
ifhing that in the 1 8th century fuch a queftion could admit ot a 
doubt in any part of Europe; much more that it mould become the 
fubjecl of grave difcuilion. Yet not only in Ruffia and in great 
part of Poland, but in Germany and Italy, where the light of k'u 
ence has long fince difpcl Led the night of Gothic ignorance, the 
barons would be ihocked at the idea of giving freedom to their pea- 
fants«j This repugnance muft arifefrom the .fuppoiiiion that by 
giving liberty to their peafants, their cfcates would be materially 

* See Coxe's travels into Poland* Sec. vol. t. 1.59. 

* One hundred and fixty-four Diifcrlation* wcjc fent to the S"..icty o& 
this occafton, and the prize was givea to a Mr. Bcardc,do&or in Cam-** and 
civil law at Aix-la-Chapellc. Coxe. Travels into Poland, &c. Vol. z- p. 3l f) 

;{:. Moor** Italy, p. "33^ 



mijured ; for their pride alone would not withiland a tcgzxd to their 
intertft* Yet this is a raoi'i fatal error^ and .Americans ought not 
to be the laft to be convinced oi : it ; freemen not only produce 
more, but they fquanderlefs than Haves ; they are no* only more 
iiiduJhious, bu t more provident ; and thete is not an owner of Haves 
in Europe or America, the value of whofe eftate might not be 
doubled in a few years, by giving liberty to his ilaves and affifting 
them .in the management of their farms. For it muft be remem- 
bered that llavery difcourages agriculture and manufactures, not 
only by taking from the laborer every motive that God and Society 
give him to prompt him to exertion, but by infpiringthe great pro- 
prietors of lands with a contempt of all mauual labor* and rendering 
difrepttable the very occupations from which they derive fubfiftence 
and wealth. Who could imagine that the feudal and p?.pal fyftems 
in Europe mould have fo corrupted and perverted the minds of 
jnen, as ;o render low and degrading the noble employments of 
lm{bandry and manufactures ; employments whichj in the age of 
Homer, were the bufinefs of kings and qiieens 5 and arts the inven- 
tors of which were deified, Aftonifhing truth !" The mod infigni- 
ficant Baron of Europe, by a cuftomary inverfion of ail ideas of dig- 
nity and propriety 5 affecls to defpife'thc occupations over which. 
Ceres and Minerva" once prefided' with the rank of GoddeHes. By 
the eftabiiOiment of feuds and of the papal hierarchy, all ideas of 
primeval fimplicky and purity of taite and manners were loft or 
corrupted ; kings, priefts and monks cngroited all real property, 
snd the military and facerdotai profeffions alone became honorable* 
To fo low 3 condition were hufbandry, manufactures and commerce 
reduced, that in the opinion of the nobility and higher orders of the 
clergy throughout Europe, a nobleman could not purfue either of 
thole occupations without degrading himfelf and forfeiting his rank* 
In a great part of Europe this opinion ft ill prevails* and in fome 
countries, it is fupported by the laws. By a law of Poland^ noble- 
man is a man who poffefles a freehold, or who can trace his defcent 
from anccttors who formerly poflefled a freehold eft ate ; who has 
followed no trade or commerce and is at liberty tochoofe the place 
of his habitation : but if he follows any trade or commerce, he lofes 
his title and is degraded.* By the laws and cuftoms of Spain, a 
principal proof of a man's title to nobility is, that he has never ex- 
era fed any of the fervile profeffions, and to fuch an extreme is thi& 
ridiculous pride and contempt of bufinefs carried in fome provinces, 
that even merchants are not permitted to attend the theater with 
the nobility .+ 

The {lime prejudices ftiil prevail in Germany;!: the fame exi (led 
m France before the late revolution, and a funilar contempt of la- 



*' Coxe's Poland, vol. t. 136, 147. J49. 
.j." Bourgoanne'* Piefcni Suite of Spain, vol. 2. p* 39* 
t See llicfbcck's Travels, vol. 1- 37. 5*. .Preface to Bom's Travels, 
pagcu. 
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bor, in a greater or left; degree, i&oblervable m the. V/eft4ndies and 
in America, among the proprietor $ of flaves. By the prevalence 
of iuch faifc notions, i a country is doubly injured— the proprietor 
aud ail his family are rendered unproductive fends, and moftly 
ufeicfsr— the ftave or cultivator, the mechanic and the trader are 
rendered ids productive and ufcful hands, by being robbed of that 
honorable tank and eilixnauon among men which is the moil pow- 
erful ItinLuias to exertion, and which ought ever to be held up as a 
prize to reward boneft induftry. But the evil does not flop here; 
Such notions render a great portion of the actual capital of a State 
unproductive for when men of hufmefs have, acquired fortunes, 
they afpire to rank, relincjiiiih their bufinefs, and purchafe titles. 
Their property, imtead of forming an active capital in trade or 
manufactures* is converted into real eitate or funded ftock, or what 
is worle, loaned to foreigners, and the interefc contained by this 
new fugled nobility* in idknefs and d£0ipation# Such j§ the prac- 
tice in many pares of Europe ; and wherever thU faife pride pre- 
*ails, the productive occupations of life are neglected by the wealthy 
and well- informed who ought- to -be their patrons, and who are the 
snort able to render thera loutifhirig* The conference Is, that 
the nobles themfelves are often poor* and their country is Mi 
poorer $■ deftitute of arts*, of indu&ry and refources, 

This contempt of bu&eefs, wherever it prevails, is . a - moft ieri- 
otos calamity, m it ftrikes at the very root of national snduitry, 
and eonfeqnemly of national ..wealth and power?,. !■ :A' very 
little .political arithmetic will <kow the magnitude.- of this 
evil, m a,, ftrpng point of view. „ It muit be obferved that 
property, when employed , in .profitable-., un dertakings, , whether 
mercantile* agricultural or manufacturings refembles money at 
"compound iatereft* If one hundred poimds produce fix pounds 
clear profit in a year , and the proprietor fquanders away the fix 
pounds a t the end of the year, his capital frock will ne ver be enlar- 
ged. But if the fix pounds of profit, at the years end, are added 
to the original flock, the proprietor t)im has one hundred and fix 
pounds as a capital for the fecond year. In this manner he pro- 
ceeds* adding his profits to his ilock; which is an operation pre- 
eifely fimiiar to that of adding intereft to principal which produ- 
ces compound interelt. Let it then be fuppofed that in a' ftate or 
kingdom, there are 10,000 families of nobility or planters, who 
cultivate their lands by means of flaves and who do not labor them- 
feives, In 10,000 families, we may fuppofe about 70,000 fouls ; 
one fourth or 17,500 adult males ; and nearly the fame number or 
z 7000 females* Suppofe every able bodied laborer to be worth 
60 dollars by the year, which is the general hire of a laboring 
in America ; and every adult female to be worth 17 dollars a year, 
which is lefs than the actual value of female labor in America. The 
whole annual value of the labor of 17,500 men is 1,050,000 
dollars; and that of 275000 females, 289,000, dollars, in the 
whole, 1,339,000 dollars. But to be very moderate in my calcu- 
lations, I v/illfuppof the annual value of the labor of 10,000 fami- 
lies to be only 1,300*000 dollars 5 and this i'um to be employed and 



augmented upon the pri ncip-Ies of compound intcrefr. at 6 per cent, 
for one cttit&ry* The refu.lt would .• be that .a ftock o£ .1,500,000 
dollars would, .in a century, produce upwards of four hundred and 
twenty millions of dollars* ■ Ten theft land idle families therefore 
in a State, would., upon a very moderate calculation, awl in one 
century ., make that difference in the "value of the- products of that 
State. 

This eftimatefuppofes that ftock will produce fix per cent per 
ann» that no part of the (lock or produce is diverted froac conftant 
employ men t, and that the 10,000 families will produce hands 
enough, if employed^ to work the whole.. (took thro the- whole peri- 
od.. Whatever deductions may arid ought to be made in fact from 
the re&dt of this calculation on account of citcumteic^s not takea 
into confideration, ftill the proods will demonftftte --'the imrnenfe 
difference in the eifecb of freedom and flavery, in regard to the 
wealth and power of a country. 

But facts as well as calculations corroborate thefe principles* 
From the molt accurate accounts of the exports of feverai nations 
of Europe, together 'with the revenues and imports, we -&re war- 
ranted in this concluiion, that the actual produce of a country is 
nearly tn an exact proportion to the degree of freedom enjoyed by 
its inhabitants. The foil- and climate of fome countries are left 




freedom and encouragement, tr, -xports of' all countries would 
Mkewife be equals as well as th: .Eternal confumption* . If every 
man had land or materials of Ms own* his whole induftry would 
be exerted in producing, and his appetites would be fully gratifi- 
ed in confuming his own productions; the furplus would ex- 
ported. -Thefe are true general principles as they refptct nations* 
The exports of a country therefore are one of the principal crite- 
ria of the value of its productions. On this principle let us com- 
pare the induftry of Spain and Poland with chat of Great Britain 
and America. It will be admitted that the natural fertility of 
both Spain and Poland is equal* if not fuperior, to thole of Great 
Britain and America, and in point of conveniences for foreign 
commerce, Spain. is not inferior to either* The following table 
will exhibit the number of Inhabitants in each nation, the annua! 
value of the exports from each in Spanifh dollars, and what ought 
to be exported from Spain and Poland, if the inhabitants were 
as induftrious* as thofe of Great Britain and America, 

K u mber o£ An nual 

Inhabitants. Exports. 

Great Britain and Ireland 11,000,000 66,000,000 

Spain ~ « 1 1 ,000,000 1 8 s ooo,ooo ! 

Poland - - 9,000,000 23,3003000 
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To be in proportion to Great-Britain/ 
Spam Ihonld export annually, - 66,000*00© 

Poland * - - 54,000,000 

Inhabitants* Exports* 
America - - 3*930,000 18,000,000 

To be in proportion to America. 
Spain fhould export, , - 50,000,000 
Poland - - - 4i s ooo,ooo 

This calculation mnf be very impe*fecl,becaufc the internal con- 
fumption is not known in any of thefe countries. But it may be fair- 
ly prefumed from the miferable condition of the laboring people in 
Spain and Poland, that the internal confumptkm of thofe kingdoms 
is by no means equal to that of Great- Britain and America, in pro- 
portion to the number of inhabitants. Free people who raife art 
abundance of pro* i£ion, confume what they pleafe— flaves, if they 
are not limited in the quantity of their food and cloa-thing, are ftiii 
obliged to fubdft on a few articles of coarfe cheap food. It is pro- 
bable therefore, if we could afcertain the value of the home produc- 
tions confumed in tbefe feveral countries, we fhould find the amount 
of the value of the whole produce of each country to be much m 5 
in favor of Great, Britain and America* tha?/i the refcitof the fore- 
going cakuktipiuf ■ — 

■f it may perhaps be enquired why, upon thcfc principles, the exports of 
the United State* of America, arc not in proportion to thofe of Great-Britain ; 
as the inhabitants of America arc at leaft as free as thofe of Grcat-Britsirs. 
Teerhaps the internal confumption. in America, x»a.y partly account for this dif- 
ference ; fyuta more fadsfa&ory anfwer is, that Americans almoft ail cultivate 
the earth, whereas a great proportion of the people in G-rear-BrrUm are man- 
ufactures 1 and it is a well known f&c"t, that fewer laborers are required to 
produce & given value in manufactures from raw materials, efpeciaUy with 
tbc ufe of machines ; than to produce the. fame value fey the culture of the 
earth. The manufacturers of - England alone s are fopaofed to be upwards of 
4*000,000 perfoua or 4-7**15 of its inhabitants* The promts of trade in England, 
are cfttmated to be from S to 10 per cent, on their capital ftock ; and the pro- 
fits on manufacture* fomething higher.* Suppofe them 10 per cmt. and the. 
intercft of money five, the 2iet prolk is 6 per cent. "which difference is im- 
raenfely in favor of that manufacturing kingdom; for land* in America do 
aot produce 4. per cent, net profit ; probably not three. 

Bat there is a farther explanation of this apparent difference. The exports 
of Great-Britain confift principally of manufactures ; but the raw materials 
of the principal Engliih manufactures, are imported from other' countries; 
and when the articles arc entered for fnipuieui and export alien, the price of 
the raw materials is included with the price -or value of the goods at the cuf- 
iomhoufe. Thus about ; | o? the wool manufactured in England, is imported 
irom Spain — 25,000 tens of iron, which is wrought into hardware, all the 
fottori and filk which are manufactured are imported. Thefe articles fur- 
3siifli the principal value of the exported manufactures. 

In America the cafe is different— -aim oil all our exports ronfift of articles 
produced in the country ; provifions, rav/ materials, &c. On thefe articles, 
there is only one advance ; that upon the original labor avid ex nenfe of pro- 
ducing them. But on the raw materials imported into Great-.Bvlr.ain, there 
are tv/o advances — one to the nation producing them — and a fecona advance 
upon the labor and expenfe of manufacturing ; to which may be added the 
freight and chargeswhich are paid by the importer, and fours a part of the firft 

* SfnitV* Weal th of Nations. Vol, 1, 9 and 10. 
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But it rau.il be noted that the ium total of the whose exports of 
die-United States & taken into the foregoing calculation, when in 
fad the foil them States, arc cultivated by flaves. To fhow the ad- 
vantages of the freedom of America in a fairer point of vkw, th« 
calculation ftiouid be made upon thofe States where there are 
Waves'; but this is impoiflible, as from the geographical pofition of 
the northern States , the produce of one State is exported horn pom 
in another, and the attuai exports of each feparate State cannot be 
ascertained. Thus from the returns madtfto the Secretary of the 
Treafury, according to his printed report in 1791, the exports .of 
New- York appear to be 2,5 1 6,000 dollars, and thofe of Com 
ticut only 710,340 :* Whereas a conMerable part of the ar ; 
exported from New- York are the produce of Connecticut, A m 
exa^l rule for afcertaining the real produce of a State is to devide 

call tothe &naBufa&urer,juid on which like wife be has an advance. Suppofcthe 
fine wool imported into Great- Britain from Spain, to he worth, in the fleece, 
1/6 ftcrlinga pouod ; at this price^'40.,000 cwt. which is about the quantityan 
nually fent to Great-Britain, will amount to 300,0001. Suppofethi* woolatthe 
placedfihiptnent'tobe worth 20 per cent, more, the valueofthisarticle to Spain 
may he *ftimated at 360,000. Su^pofe the freight and charts tc be 5 per 
cent j this wool will coft the importer 390,000!.-* and if the importer is not 
the manufaaurer, the former muft alfo have his advance upon the wool j fo> 
that th« raanufafturer will probably pay 4^0^000!. for this quantity of wool.. 
He then works the wool into cloth i but in the procef*,U goes through feverai 
hands 9 who all have a profit on their labour; and finally the articles mama- 
fg&ared are exported , with an advance or profit ofcio or 12 per ccok. on inc 
•original value in the fleece, and on all the intermediate advances. # To f hefe 
circnmftatic.es, it is probably owing that the exports of" Great-Britam r exceed 
m value thofe of America, in proportion to her inhabitants ; and not to any 
fupmor induftry of the nation. Perhaps alfo the minerals, tin and leads may 
furnifrt a grearer value with a given portion of labor, than land. On tma I 
am not qualified to decide ; but England exports in thefe article*, about 
millions fterling annually.. America exports no mineral .produ£ho»s worth 
notice. It is probable however, that the lands jn England produce more 
than in many parts of America, where the faVnc labor is beftowed upon both. 
The high (late agricultural improvements in that country, warrants this 
•co'nclufion. America was a wildernefs ,;?o years ago ; the whole country 
was covered with one imraenfe foreft. The land was to be cleared of enor- 
mous trees— fences were to be made—toada.. opened— bridges built— -howes 
and barns to be erected, before a fuiplus of labor could bi applied to pro- 
duce articles for exportation. New fettlements ttruggle many years with 
thefc difficulties, before they can procure a comfortable fubliftence and ac- 
commodations, and a confide/able part of our inhabitant* are yet in t»xs aj.ua- 
tie-;. Lands in England, arc lately rented at ao«. fterliug an- acre ; but I be- 
lieve ■'■"■1 little or none can be found in America, except tor gardens, worth 
half the money, But whatever may be the poduftivenefs of Great- Britain, 
the enormous duties and taxes paid by the people, .counterbalance the bene- 
fits proceeding from their induftry. All the yearly taxes, and pubac contri- 
butions in Connecticut, including duties on imports and all other charges, are 
confiderably lefs than e dollars for every foul. But the public contributions 
of all kinds in Great-Britain, amount to ten dollars a iouL lhatis^m 
Great-Sritain, out fourth of the annual fubfiuence of the people, is paid m ou. 
tics, tii-h^sand taxes—in America, the public receives of each per ton, omy 
one. eighteenth of his .fubfiftencc. 

^ * the value of the exports of Comtek «t is 1,150,000 dollars a year, or 

Something more. 



» . . wtioic value of the exports from the United States, by the wam- 
Uu-of Inhabitants in that State,— -And a ftill more jqccumc rule 
is- to fepatate the northern from' the foutheni States, and divide' the 
value of the exports from the northern ftates, by the . hihabi« 
ranis in any one northern State, Drawing a line between ,.Pemi« 
fylvama and -.Delaware, which may be properly called the line be- 
tween the freedom and the llavery of the .cultivators' in the United 
States, We may afeertain > n,pott' the foregoing principles, the "real 
value of the exports of each- Stated - The following ftatemcnt witf ex- 
liibit ihc difference between freedom and Ikvery , iti the United States, 
Number of Inhabitants in the .United States and 

< Yc^mont in 1 79 1 , kdta£ve. of Weftem Territo- 
ry* fupp&fed 35 jboo-— (in round numbers) 3/3283000 
Number of Inhabi tants footh of 'Penrifylvania, 

, clu/twoS. Weftem Territory, ~ -■ »' , 1,92^,000 
NumtMsr of ditto north of Delaware^. ' - ■" , ' 3,967,000 

Dollars. 

Annual vain*? of Exports, fouth of Pennsylvania, " % f $tB,6ao' 
Vs»hi« oi "Exports* mxth of Delaware. " 9,245,000 
Difference ianamberbf Inhabitants'' in favor of the 

northern diftri&. , , « ; - - , - 42*000 
Dt&esence in value of Exports in; favor of the nor- 
. - them.dUlria, - - • ' 9^000 

.Surplus of Exports In the,- northern diftricV; beyomjU ' \ , 

ulc paOpuitnOni us. i5-sif.aOi.^j3.u*,* s •»•- . • i ** *s^^^- f 

By this llatement it- appears. that t^e : fclhera plates , which are 
cultivated moMy by Haves,, tko-fotoe of their," prineipai^ articles of 
produce rice, Indigo, and tobacco,, are;mucfc m6re profitable than 
the 'produce of the ''northern Stales* do not furnifh the fame vake 
for exportation, as the northern by the difference bf9* g a ©oo dollars 
annnaliy, nor in r. • portion to their bhabitants, by the- differ- 
ence of 7 2 f ,000 d; .- -.--.rs. 

The following foremen t will ihow more diftinfUy the. difference' 
an the produ&iveaefs of countries cultivated by freemen and flaves, 

* Dol. Cents, 

Annual exports of Spain, to each foul • ' ■■ u 6z 

'' To each family of 6| fouls, ■ ' it>* 53 

Annual exports of Poland* to each foul* 5& 

To ea'ch family of 6f fouls,- ■ 16. 64 

Annual exports of the United States to each foui» ' 4. 58 - 

; A 'To each family of 6} fouis, 29* 77 



f Thb will not fhewihe advantages of freedom in the .ftrcngeft point of 
view ; 'for hi that part of America north of Delaware shere are < '40,000 
8stvcs>' nso'ft of which are- in New- York and Kc^jrsrfcy. But it is iiBpoffi- 
bk: at pre fen* to be - wore accurate. . It muft be remarked likewife th*t we 
cwnotzhy where draw a Hue which will federate the exports of one State 
from ?.hofe of another ; that which is here drawn may be as juft ss any. 
Penm-'ivania export? a considerable portion of the produce oi > Delaware | 
but it '{?. probable a greater portion of the produce of Pennfylvania is fhipj>cd 
at Baltimore in Maryland. 'Small numbers are thrown away? o* no 



m i.hh t#,Icv.i&uon* 
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Agonal expom of. the States of Penfylvania 

to each foul^ - « ,4., 33 

To each family of 6-1- fouls, ~« : " 14 
Annual exports of the States north of 'Delaware;,, ' 

to each foul, * « ■. 4. <jq 



To each family of 6|- fouls* - « 30* 55 

Annual exports .of Great, Britain and Ireland, 

to each fool, <- - 6. 

To each family of 6| fouls, « - ' ■■ gq,* 

Similar calculations may be made with refpcctto many other 
countries, and the refult in every initance, will be .dernonftrative of 
the happy efTe&s of freedom. The moflt luxuriant foil and the 
mo$ falubrioua climate are advantages, which, in no country, 
courtterballance the tendency of flavcry., feudal and domeftic, to 
weaken and ' impove-rifh a country* 

Slavery is equally hoftilc to population, as to national indnilry 
and enterprise. A country parcelled out into large eftates is al- 
ways thinly fettled, unlefs it has forae peculiar natural advantages, 
or abounds with "manufacturers or merchants, Even under the rU 
gors of the feudal tyranny, Germany and Italy , by engroulngthe 

* Iti the printed report of the Secretary of the Trtifory in- 1791, from 
•which the value of exports here ufed is taken, there is mentioned a deficien- 
cy in the retarns from South- Carolina asid fome fmaSI ports. This will make & 
finall different sin favor ©f the foutbern 1 Hates. At the Came time it is pre- 
furacd this cir::.-:.mftan«:e is balanced by the produce of Pe'nnfylvania export- 
ed from Mary-vod and Virginia. Maryland contains only one Jlxf&of the in- 
habitants, Couth of JPenni'ylvania, yet its exports amount to one-fourth ox im 
whole exports, fouth of that ilate, which circumftanc.c cannot be accounted 
for, by the greater fertility of its foil or industry of its- inhabitants. Indeed 
it is well known, that mo(l of the produce of the (laic of Pennsylvania, from 
the Sufrjuehanna weft ward, is tranfposted fouthuva rd to Baltimore and the 
Fotomak, and there (hipped for foreign markets. But mould it be found that 
the exports of the fouihern Hates equal thofc.of the northern, il would not be 
furprifing, confidering the fuperior pro&tabiericfs of the principal articles 
raifed for exportation in the fouthern ftatcs. There are no co.nHdcrable arti- 
cles in the northern Hates, which afford a profit, at all times, egual to thai of 
rice» indigo and tobacco, efpccially the two for roev. Bendes* other circum- 
Aan^cs are oeoeffary to form the bafts of a juft calculation on this fubjeeV-- 
fuch are the expenfe of fubfsdence or internal confumption of home produce, 
the vslne ofHhe iinports. the balance of trade, the expenfes of each ibte is* 
maintaining civil government, the clcrgv* fchoois, roads, <kc. I have not 
materials for even a tolerable cftirnatc of this comprehensive kind. Sat it 
is certain the expenfes of fom& of the northern dates are beyond comparifon 
greater than thofe of the fouthern. I find the expenfe of maintaining the clc 1 - 
gy in Virginia to be eliimated by Mr. jefTerfon-in his notes, at 25,000 dollars 
a year, Suppofe it go. coo. The expenfe of the clergy in ConaecVicut, vvho 
are fupportcd mofdy by taxes on their pavii'hes, is aboat 65,000 dollars a 
year. Virginia contains 747,000 inhabitants — Conne&icnt 238,000, oriels 
than a third of the 75>-u»er-— the expenfe of the clergy therefore in Connecti- 
cut to that in Virginia, is very little Xtkihzrt jtvc:n in />,..-:. The expenfe of fchools 
likewife in the eaftern ftates, will be fi-r.-.ui to exc^d that of the fouthem. 



nearly in the fame proportion. Many oihcr av;ic:e,s of public expenfe arc 
higher in the northern Spates. But theie is a sruoft. irrtporta&t difference 
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5 .of cxpoit frem-lh 1 ? fonthern. ars rice, indigo and tobacco. To thefe 



Hill to be remarked, between, the northern and fouthern tta*.es. The Aaple 
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trade of Europe, were ccmfiderably populous. But France 
Pruffiia did not lhakc off the fetters of that fyilem till within tne 
prefeht century ; and Spain, Portugal, Bohemia, Hungary^ Poland 
and KuBa, "fhow, by their poverty and fparfe population,, that 
thofe countries are Hill held in chains, England vindicated heir 
rights at an earlier period, and has become projpqrtionably - richer,.. 

Fa&s of this kind can be neither evaded, nor contradicted ; their 
evidence is conclufive and irrefutable ; they demonftrate the doc- 
trine before advanced, that se flavery in all its forms and degrees, is 
repugnant to the private intereffc and public happinefs of man," 
Let our efforts then be united to devife the moil eafy and effect 
ual njode of gradually aboliihing flavery in this country. The in- 
duftry the commerce and the moral character of the United States 
will be imraenfely benefited by the change -n juflice and humanity 
require it— Chriftianity commands it, Let every ^ benevolent' heart 
rejoice at the prcgrefs already made h retraining the nefarious 
bufinefs of emJlaving men, and pray for me glorious period when 
the lad flave who fighs for freedom lhali be reftored to the pof- 
feffion of that meftimable right 
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may be added the wheat of Maryland and Virginia, tU tar and turpentine of 
N. Caro!ina,the cotton of S< Carolinaa nd Georgia and the lumber of all. Of 
thefe articles the moB. valuable furnifh a-vcry fmall part of the immediate 
con-Cumption ''of the inhabitants. Alrnoit all the rice, indigo, tobacco, tar, 
turpentine, and a great portion of the cotton, which ^.reproduced rotfaofc 
Hates, are. exported* So many hands are employed in cultivating thefe articles, 
hat there arc not mechanics and manufacturers fumoientto furnish ih* inh?M* 



tants with the neceSary-stenfiis ma clothing. A large portion ot the bou:; 
lioIdTumiturc, the, farming utenftls, carriages, &c. of the Southern Jates, a^ 
aVj»frpr/eii-—whercas thefe articles are manufactured in .the northern ttates and 
even exported. A great part of the clothing of the flaves is imported mto the 
fouthern ftates — whereas the northern laboring people manufacture almoit ail. 
their coarfe clothing. The fouthern fates alfo import Several articles ot pro- 
viders, as cheefe ; fome of them import beef and pork, all which are ex P orte * 
hem the northern to aconfidcrablc amount; not to mention wines and oth- 
er liquors, of which the fouthern Hates require a larger fupply than the north- 
em. It is probable therefore, that a much greater proportion otthnacUal 
traduce of the foathcrn flatcs is exported, than of the northern ; became a 
'/mailer proportion is con fumed by the inhabitants This will very much re- 
duce the value of the real pmd«a* of the fouthern ftatcs. Sot example, tup- 
T.r»f^ the northern ftatcs to export the value of ao minions annually,, and to 
confume of their own productions the value of 70 millions, which is about the 
a&uai confumption, they then import the value ot" 10 millions in money or 
goods, and the whole produce is 80 millions. Suppofc the fouthern ftatcs to 
csport alfo the value of ao millions, and to confume of thesrown pmauehcr^ 
only millions value, the whole produce then is only 75 millions. This lute- 
's probably, fapported by fa£b ; and there is no (jueflion that vrtta »U 



the advantages of foils, filled to produce the moft profitable articles ot com- 
merce in the vegetable kingdom, except the fugnr cane T the iowJie'-n State* 
produce much lefs in proportion *to their population than the noithcrn. * n * 
drcd ««henwe take into confederation the great r.umbcrs cf idle ana « T1 Ff " 
ducVive bunds in the fouthcin {rates, we fliall not be fuprilcd at the tach Jac 
fatiily that cultivates bv Haves is unproductive itfe'.f and all its domeiucv 
The number of fuch families I do not know— but if there are in the ave .ou-- 
them ftates, only 10,000, Inch families of fouls e?.ch, and each lamiiy iissi'.u 

roihc property of the "h:.-., but all fubfitt by tuc boor wfoincn, ^, 



P. ■ S'. I am lately in&mm& hy m intelligent gentleman from 
Virginia, that many planters on the eaftern ftiore in Virginia have,, 
within a few years, liberated their flaves and employed them as 
hived men; and that fetch freed men are more profitable as hired 
men, than they were as Haves..; I rely on this Imqnmilon and 
communicate it with pleafure, as It confirms what has been here 
advanced ; and this fuccefs will accelerate a general emancipation of 
Haves in the United Stales — -an eyent devoutly to be wifnea. 



number of foul*? |- or |- are adults, capable of labor i the aanual labor of 
60,000 perfona, half mate and half female, would, iathe northern 'Hates,, 
amount to 51,310,000 dollars^ or nearly -$ of all their prefent exports. BeEdes, 
the effe& of flavery upon she whites "fa not merely negative j it renders them 
not only unproductive^ but pofitively prodigal* late people are almoft always 
profufe and dillspated. 

This view of the fubjeffc lead& to the reafos* why the fostfcern Sates are fo> 
deeply involved in debt, why fchey have. lefs enterprise than their nor.thfirtffc 
brethren, and are cjoijftatttly dependant on othjer cation* and ftato$, f force 
of the neceffary articles of common ufe> the sssatcrials for which are in their 
forefts and at their door*. 

Thcfe obfervatiofts apply equally well to all fcfae countries of Europe, wher$ 
the feudal rights remain. A numerous body of jaoble*, with their Wofto oC 
dependants* with armies of prieftj, monk a and other idlers, form a long cata* 
loaae of unprodu&ive hand* and prodigals* who feed upon or waic the pya« 
duce of the peafant. They will not labor tfcemfelvc*, and they deprive the 
peafants of all motives to labor—the conference is natural and lieeelTary,- 
their countries are poQr> beggarly and defeacdefs. 



APPEN D I X-~No. I. 
An Eftimate of the value of property in- Connecticut--?~ift dollars 

* at 4/6 ilcrling. 

Land, 2,950,000 acres, varying in- value from 100 
.' dollars to 3 dollars an acre — a moderate eitimate is Dollars, 

8 dollars an acre for tj3# whole, - ' ~ '23,600,000 
There are in Connecticut 238,000 inhabitants, 
which number divided by 64, the average number 
of fouls in a family, the quotient is, in round num- 
bers, 36,000, which is the number ..of families in 
the State. Suppafe every 12th houfe to -contain 
two families, and the number x>f houfes will be a-., 
bout 33,000,, which may be worth on an average 
170 dollars each 0 5»6io>poo 
The number or. Barns muil be !efs» as. in a. few towns 
on the eaftem and fouthern part of the State,barns 
are not muchufed. Suppofe 25,000 at 40 doi- 
? lars* '■- " 1,000,000 

Houfehold furniture, and utenfils for farmers and me- 
chanics, 150 dolteun value to each family, 5,400,000 
Stock of cattle, horfes, iheep, hogs, mules and poul- 
try 100 dollars in value to each family, - - 3,600,000 
Churches 200 at 1200 dollars, - - 0,240,000 

School Houfes 1000 at 20 dollars, - » 0,020,000 

Shops, Stores atwJ Warehoufes for merchants and 



- mechaalcs—r-iooQ-^-t - i.oo-,dollars ? ... **" » 0,f 00,000 

Mills of all kinds, forges and furnaces, joo at 300 

dollars each, 1 - 0,150,000 

Court-Houfcs, jails and Workhoufcs-, - - 0,050,000 

Money in fads, Specie, &c." - - 1 ,000,000 

Shipping, 27,000 tons a 15 dollars, - - 05405,000 

Goods on hand, - •- - . 1,500,000 



Total, 42,675,000 

Deduct 675*000 dollars for debts due abroad and for the fake of 
round numbers, and the whole property, real and perfonal, of the 
State of Connecticut, may be valued at 42 millions of dollars, 
This furn divided by 36*0001 *hc. number of families in the State, 
gives 1 1 66 dollars, or £3 50 lawful money of Connecticut for the 
value of property belonging to each family. 

No* |L 

TodifpJay the effects of indullry among a free people, who with 
few exceptions labor fulely for thcmjeh,es and not. tor landlords nor 
matters, the following eftimatc of the annual expenditures of Con- 
necticut is exhibited* 

Dollats, 

Civil Government, about - - 25,000 

1000 Public 'Winter Schools, - My kepi: by men. 
who labor in lb miner* Th<&: ichooh are uftially 



"kept fouir: mouths in winter— Hire of mallei's at 

40 dollars, ■■- " , , - 

Wood 1 2, Qm<h each fchool at one Dollar, 
Summer Schools' 1 000 kept -by young women, for 

fmail children, at .1 z dollars, ~ - 

Books, Stationary, &c. for 45SO.CO children, at 25 

cents annually, « . « ■ 

Clergy, 200 at 300 dollars each,, including fularjv 

. wood and parochial expences, < , ' - 
'50 Vacant, churches, hire of occafional preaching, 

eftimated, at igo dollars each, . - 
Repair of high ways, eftimated at 2d. on the pound 

on the Grand Lift — about, ' 
Poor, about 1 go dollars to each town , 
Expenfe of 10,000 Newfpapers circulated weekly, 

numerous pariilt libraries- and other articles not 

fpecified-^fay, \ • * • ; , • - - 

, ■ .■. ■ ..-Total., of Public Contributions, 
Sublicence, including repairs of utenfila and build- 
ings^phyficians bp.ls^r&Ci climated a 35 dollars 
a hc«3,d^ *• '• • •» 



40*000 

I 2 3 OOO 
12,000 
J 1,250 
60,000 

5,00O 

40,000 
A 0,000 

I'.0»OOO 

8,330,000 

8,555^5.0 



r , ■ lota!,'' 
; ■ R.E M ARKS, 

From tliefe.efumaies, which arc. founded on the bell documents 
and moll judicious opinions that I have been able to obtain, it ap- 
pears that the total of public contributions in Connecticut anting 
under the laws of the State (including the expenfe of books and 
ftationary for fchools, which can hardly be confidered as pMh 
expenditure) is only 174 cents to each foul, or fix dollars and eleven 
cmn to each family of 6\ fouls. 

It appears alfo that all public contributions under the laws of the 
State -are very little more than one fortieth part of the annual 
produce. To thefc mult be added the duties ofimpoft and excife 
paid to the national government, which amount to about one dollar®. 
head throughout the United Slates, Each family then pays atinu« 
ally to the State and General governments 12 dollars 61 cents, 
which, on an efhte of r 166 dollars, the average value of eftates in 
Connecticut, is a little more than one per cent : or on'i twentieth 
of the annual produce. 

If to the foregoing amount of expenditures in Connecticut, wc 
add half a million of dollars for the annual net profit <jf the labor of 
the State, we (hall have fomctbini; more than nine millions of dol- 
*ur^ iot the annual <valne of the produfih-e labor of the inhabitants,, 
*VhIr» is more than -a fifth pari of the value of the property, teal 
and pcrfonal, of the whole State. The refuk k. that the whole 
value oi the real and pcrfonal property is reproduced hi Icfs than 



jvvc years, 

(>'! 



fnc real eftatc of Connecticut is Hated above at 



•\ * £w r*> '■>•, 

0 $ / / v; & W '' ,J 



tfei-yste iof.iitenftls'|of-a!l.v kitids^-6 30>$Q.o m& the tot^amcfcnt is • 

,.35>0bo 9 ooo dollars.;! TM^ expoks^bf tii& Stat£*^ •. 
the produce rbf the "ettth; #mbant; : tt» about i»r5o» adov-.or riroMbljr 
, •fo^ethtt^ilmore*', .. |fh« 3ttiifial ; exports ; * then amount*':' to'&> 'fra^lioii- 1 
^bre ; tha^/j'p^c^iit ' ■ of thig:?alti$ 'of ; :^he:--yeat; ! ©tees, iftfocfe.-.<df • tlife 
.p^ms ;$n4'; atenfilij'^ind- fp^iy 'to percent of < .tbe. whole) jfrq^ 
;irty;;b£ the- 'Static y 77 ; ,,7;-7^7' . : y ; 7^y ; -^ '. 7^7'"^ 
^|£iliey;t^ a^iw#;;$it}M^e ; ':bf the Stateis'mne . 

■iisp^bn^^d'the^porfs; *'|t ; 5jb^ a4kiIe;Arnorfe 
tfe&ifybf'thss ";$holc . pto|uc^|^ ;: '-the ■ otheV 'fe^n'^rt^'pf. ;' : --.tiic'." 

;f '0 ^0* ,lfc : ^ : y ; --' ?[ ffi- i^7^7£^ V' x 

; Wcop^^pfa w|tk ' the 1 -fafe'bf ;]3t'axeg-ifi'' : ' Q^t ; lMtd|»£> I" '7! •'• h 7' ' : .-. 
, 7^FJ(i$;^^ of ^r€at/ 3^^; ; %^.:£i^^6&^b^ ! ^Mx^ : 

^.^li^ 7:r77 7.7 !'V ~ : ' ■%.' / [ : yr 7 : : 7; 

•fterllng% {r fte4r*' : 

■^jj^i^b v' 

7, ^3j22o,boo';dbilas:si- 



:r-/;-.-:-»ini... 




: e0iit^ to\^s^ "peWo|i^"^i2d, ; j6'^ ''$G$$p^~%& ! -. 'cents ^f&'#ik!iily lix- 




see: pjBpuc '-£narge&:ar€. -.prqgapry ; 
Stafeii^iH^^ /public charges ' ; . ;ti6r-,Oireat : Bri 

: tain '-&rQ 'ad^3' the^cu^ tfcie' ttnth^m&'mn^ 

..more. irjL'f&yqx' .own 'country*; ■ /7 --^y^ " \ 7*^;- ,7 : .y 

j^ : ^^^ r fclingi a;4ay>;loti-each- l.peflbfelfeMuding' 'al^'i^eTeHptidns'. 




■ the poork whereas • iri; : Qb&#£cljhiu t thb'ptibllc cbntribaiibnl ? .#tbu'at 

■ only-tO' 2 irSth of the ,ftibfiftsne#-df eafeh peifdn, dHmated at % fcibll&rk . 

' > '7.7' -Sbi'-lV,' * v 

■ . ' '■' dF\'PRODU0JlV"E' -LABORERS* /v;,- 77> : . • 

: : _That $ate of; : iociety\aiid/that form;'©! g^tfbrnrrie^ : 
riifc greatcftpropbrn^^ 'f&du&i<vi:. laborer^' are' 

bet caic«lated "to r&afeV ;'a't>atibb profperbusy : ^eJ|Ithy!atid pb^erful : j 
•'%n&;eKfiiwetfo 9 the greater number of tiMpypdu&foe hands among the 
peo'jple^'the poorer and more feeble will they be as a nation # .thq,in- 
^iviiiualis may poffefs'iip'menfe' property! •• I': 

\^hbfe-men;whofe';la^ to the value of property already, ex- 
Ifting,, Or produces. and further fiippHes of r commbdkies, are 
pf-ddidi-ue laborers, ^ hiijhandmen and '-mechanic's. . '.Tbdfe-. rrtcn 
"life labor or fetvice^ add hbthing to the yuatttfy/ot valite of 




are alejre"' uMul s $say; be ranked ~itootig.$rodu& ive. Maters, . 
t|^reire!-no&^ 



238,600!! 5-:: 'which,is about r to'fry r \r\ .-}r - : *V'n ^,^^£^v : 

■ :.f'" not the whole number,- of ?fkm||esdn -the. five; fonmern---' 
ftates;' ft Aferica ; that" .poffefe.. II wcs •: ; ; &t Tu^pfe ' : 2 0*000; lani- 7 

iineapal^ ^ittfchen!"^ 

■ O^SO^oo mnprodtf &ive ' . adults^ the-, 1 piOOQ! ^familiesir '^P*£ : 
: tkh; ; ihp£o&^^ {teteo^br 
W$ooV ; the%hok^ nearif!-i,it(>'.;,.i 87 



' -lurdpe^yA^FElfe^s !' &n&': nobilit^y ~ with!di;!thei t r retainers ^andfepen^; ^ 5 7 : 
• 'dyr^j-ttoj^&^wittf the '%#fc; clergy ^aWMnU V; 
:'■ the^^^a^HI^^^f^v; ; ; Ofte certain; fiftiMioa^ : ^l¥^ : Ply 



tO:fednllE]r,!;by^ttyeailiig-t 

\MM^Mik6r- ■■•net .^roilt"ot^frf,e laboring ilaft-i^Hcw-England^ js . 
'feMltis^ is #1^40^0!-.' 

Jarsj^ii^ort^' tbbacpb^iintatioh f ' fmmM^c&i^R:m)t^pmBiM^ ' ■ 

tii&h'iMm' the ' pi^&'^ 

" Ifeo wtteft^og.^feSftfeiit "thevvsflue !#:the#&r of freemen in , . 

'6a-or:'70idoIIar83:> : 7, ; % ^- ;; • v ■ "•■ ; ^-"'!' : " : - -.-^ ' ■'%' 
. • /fFhe/%er^^^ doming 'malelabor.ing,.flavcs 

ln'.V«gft^ to his • hire, iiiakes. 

•"' tiieaniiiat vate..of^- labor ; . 58' dollars.' -'--But a-laWriiig-ma^iit, " 
vi^tii thaloW^Valse. ofthepto%4ftOd.ai3d ctothjBg> 



I C 



onfmned by- peopfc of that/ d^cription I cannot be ilMritainc4 for 
I ■ lefs than'' orc'6#iallars 4; year. The whole : ' : #«'a'-of^he labOr,of 
j , a free white] in 'New England, is, therefore .-atlej^:;f^;dolla.rs. a. 
I yeat.t .^hi8ia, ; upon;an:^lowance of 'half a'doilat^'w^k^r^ery- 

I *. ; LcUcrfrotsa.thc Hon. 'Mr. Maddifon./ , „ •;■ -. 

I + Td afcertaiii the exa$: value of the labor of a hired 1 than, .his •qirtthtng 

I muft !b£ de&ii&ed frofo tile tor^oiijg fum— a hired man Is fumHbcd b-yv-.Ws 

I ' eni^loy.cE^t^'^f^ zh&] lodging &ut Wfdmilhss, hb--owti-'«fe«^^_o«t'M : hi& . 

I '-wages;;! ?i)MttC;30.or mh«r^5dt>Hdra,.for clothiiig, and:tK« a^uai profit bf a 

i adoring' matt m'-N'fcW*Engian'd, is 85 'pr.:90 dollars aycaK. The fame dedac* 

I tionmufthe ^ ajade "for the clothing of a flave, hired in the fame manner. 
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Jitdc more for the boat-ding of a mm* which is loo low* It is pre 
r„ ,t„* £ r.f>» «f *«v»»rir fn»p*U r in NewTCn^land. indudimv men, 
worm.:?i and children,, rifes nearly to half a duilar a head. Eiiirnau 
jng the board and lodging of a male laborer at 5- 6ths of a dollar by 
the week, which may be fafely done, a<ad his hire , at 6o dollars a 
vcar. and his labor is worth 103 .dollars and a third, which is nearer 
the truth. 

When we take into enumeration, the firft -purcbafe of a frock of 
{laves,- the riik of their life and health, the expenfes of fiibfiftcnce 
and overfeer's,. witlr the lofs o£ property by their negligence and 
ihievifnnefs, we Ihall rind this much the moft expeniive mode of 
cultivation,- A few articles only, as rice, indigo, cotton and die 
fu«-ar caae> will bear, the expeiifes. But when we add the extrava- 
gance and profligacy .-occaftoned among the proprietors by this 
mode of cultivation, all calculation ranft ceafe. 

I havefaid in the foregoing effay, .that it is probable the internal 
confumption of produce m the fouihera Sates, is much lefs than m 
the eaftern and northern. 

The eftiinated annual charge of fupporting a - male laboring Have 
in Virginia, is 18 dollars,-' The expenfe of fupporting children muft 
be much lefs— but i will include children, and fuppofe 1 3 dollars a 
head to be the annual charge of fuMHlenee and clothing, Virginia 
contains 292,000 fi ves, who, at 18 dollars each, confume the 
vaii^ of c^?,<6ooo dollars. .But the charge of .maintenance in 

i **;.* n *£*«/».ft* /vr» nfiw rnertl it&£CS It i?> «ic<*x*v uic ja«iit/ la ^ivisstai- 

cd at - 2 s dollars- a foul. Then 292,000 free perfons in the- north- 
ern (tales annually confume property to the amount of 10,220,000 
dollars. This difference ofeWnce or internal confamptkwr being 
4,964,000 dollars, on lefs than 300,000 fouls, {hows the difference 
between the products of the northern and foutbern flates ; for it is 
noVlVppoleable that / amount of the difference k confumed- up- 
on the luxuries of a few planters. The expence of maintenance in 
^ " ri-oH*»« is mnch hi<»ho*\ becaufe of the higher prices of provi- 
fion and clothing ; at the fame, time, the culture of tne nee and 
tndipo is much more profitable. The annual exports of the fouth- 
etn ftates are lefs than thofe of the northern,- in proportion to the 
number of inhabitants, by the difference o* 720,000 dollars, x*ut 
takinp- into confideration, the immenfe difference in the expenfe of 
mainuinius (la ves, which makes the difference of internal confump- 
tion, and there is little doubt that the actual yearly produce of the 
fotrdieva ftatcs, in proportion to the number of fouls, is kls than 
that of the northern by the difference of 5, 6 or 7 millions of dollars. 

No. V. 

Ci?n*ar«ti<ve <vfe<w of the prodn&ivcnrfs of Ireland and Comte&kul* 
Ireland contain* 'about 3,000,000 people. Its exports amount 
annually to 3,500,000 ftcrliog or j 5,540,000 dollars. Its ex- 
ports then equal, or rather exceed tHfe of America, in proportion 
to its inhabitants. But this will nc. prove the fr-.erior protUiu- 
ivencls of Ireland, for the home confumpuo.-.*. h material con it tie- 
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There are in Ireland., according to Arthur Young Efq.who 
has examined this fuhjecl with minute attention:, about % million of 
Cottars (cottagers) or peafants, who moflly. live on potatoes and 
butter-milk. They confume annually 60 barrels of potatoes in a 
family of 6 or 7 perfons — a barrel weighing 2801b. and containing 
about 4 Englim bufhels— A .barrel, at an average price throughout 
the country, is worth ?f~j\. flerling ; or 3/6 lawful money of New- 
England. Then 60 barrels at 3/6-— 1.0L 10s. or 35 dollars/ which 
is the principal expenfe of food for. a family. 

The -cloathing of the Irifh Cottars is trifling, the children are al- 
moft naked great part of the year — and adults are often without 
ftioes and ifockings — -fuppofe the clothing and additional food of a 
family to be 45 dollars a year, then So dollars is the amount of 
the fuMftence of a family of 67 fouls —which is nearly 12 .1-3 
dollars a head— Suppofe it 14 dollars a head then 'the annual fubfift- 
ence of 2 millions amounts to 28,000,000* 

That this eftimate'is near the truth is evident from the price of 
labor in Ireland 1 which, for a male laborer, amounts* on an ave- 
rage thro the year* to fix pence halfpenny fterling a day — Deduct- 
ing Sundays and three holidays only, there remain 310 days for 
labor- Suppofe every man to labor 310 days in the year; the 
amount of wages of a day-labourer at 6§ fterling ss 1.-8. 6s„/nd» 
or 38 dollars nearly « In two families of 6 -V fouls each or 13 per- 
fons, there will be found 3 male adults— 3 female do. 4 young 
perfons under adult years 'and 3 children.. 

2 Mnfo. a.d nits at '28 dollars a vear - 114 dollars, 

3 Females do- at: i r do. - « >- iC 

4 Y oung perfons, whofe labor may be wortn on an 

average 8 dollars each - 32 4 
3 Children incapable of labor 1 — 

13 Perlonsj, total value of their labor,, - 291 dollars, 

Then 13-191 1:2,000.000 : ^29,384,615 dollars, the 
value of the labor of 2 millions of the peafauuy in Ireland. — Sup- 
pofe them to confume the whole, and call the whole, for the fake ot 
round numbers 30 millions— Then add 20 millions more lor the 
value of the labor of the manufacturing part of the kingdom, ^&c. 
(which is much more than the real value) and we have 50 millions 
of dollars lor the annual value of the labor of Ireland, and the 
fumption of its 3 millioni of inhabitants, winch will be the hd:^ 
amount of its produces. But .the produce and confumpticn 01 
3 millions of people in the United States according to the rat^of 
confumption m Coimedticut, would be io-v millions.. 'I ins cal- 
culation, it is prcfumed, is \cry favorable to Ireland, and corrobo- 
rates, in a finking decree* the doctrine I have advanced of ihciu- 
pcrior producixvenefn of the labor of frcsemcn who wo?!; for \h,v 
own beodit. 
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Manner of Living in Connecticut, 

The laboring people eat and' drink whatever they "pleafe, Their 
ordinary and confkant food confirms of pork, beat, veal, mutton, 
poultry {they ufuatly eat meat at -every meal-- -but always ■■ twice a 
day) milk, bread* fometimes of pure wheat, but. more commonly of 
wheat and rye 3 or rye and Indian corn inked together ; butter and 
cheefe, potatoes and other Vegetables. ' The common laboring peo- 
pie, worth from 500 to 1000 dollars are as fully fupphed with thefe 
articles, as the richest nobleman 'in Europe. ■ They alfo confume 
large quantities of tea, fugar, coiFee, mobiles, and other foreign 
articles. Their drink is principally cider ; bat much rum is alfo 
co illumed. Their c loathing cordilb of coarfe woollen and linens 
of thd'feowri manufacture moftiy 5 with a finer fui^for holidays 

Let this fixation o£ the laboring people in Connecticut, (and ail 
the people of the northern -ftates are in nearly the fame circamflances) 
■be 'contrafted with the condition of the (laves in the fouthern dates, 
and of the poor in great Oart of Europe ; and let humanity and be- 
nevolence decide, whether liberty or flavery is the moft eligible, and 
whether a general revolution m the governments of the old world is 
not a defirable event* If that nation is the happieft, which with 
induilry < enjoys a full fupply of tlio comforts arid coriveniencies of 
life, then that government and ;hofe inftitutions which di&ribute 
and fecure to thtgreateft number of people the gnatcji portion of 
thefe enjoyments, will forever be the kyjk 




